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The author has received assistance from many individuals while doing field work and collecting
specimens during the compiling of this volume. He is especially grateful to Mr Emdadul Haque,
Divisional Forestry Officer of the Aquatic Resources Division, Sundarbans Operational Circle,
and the currently acting DFO/ARD, Mr Tariqu! Istam. Inputs received from the three Assistant
Conservators of Forestry of the ARD, Mr Abdus Babul, Mr Jahangir Alam and Mr Sazzad
Hossain, are also very much appreciated. - '

Dr leonard Compagno of the Shark Research Centre in Durban, South Africa, has kindly
commented on the scientifically important material of the speartooth shark Giyphis glyphis
collected by the author, as well as the taxonomic status of the giant Gangetic stingray
Himantura fluviatilis. The author is extremely grateful for these expert inputs by a leading
elasmobranch taxonomist and researcher.

The line drawings of fish are modified from several sources. The author is especially grateful to
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for giving written permission to
use the excellent line drawings from various FAO fisheries publications. Thanks go also to Mr
Pere Oliver of FAO who kindly supplied copies of the FAO fisheries publications used as
taxonomic sources.

Thanks as also due to Emdadul Haque, Tony Latham, Luis Chaves and Lindsay Saunders {the
latter three are consultants to the SBCP project) for supplying many of the photographs in this
book. '

Ichthyologists tend to rigorously follow ‘phylogeny (ie progressive linear evolutionary
sequences) when it comes to organizing books about fishes. Other types of technical specialists
and the general public have their own criteria for organizing fish groups which sometimes
combine phylogentically distantly related taxons (ie eels, pomfrets). In order to make this
volume a little easier to use for non-ichthyologists (who are not the primary intended readership
in any case) the author has taken some liberties in arranging and ordering the groupings of
families of fishes. This has produced a certain compromise between rigorous science and
popular perception, which it is hoped will not provoke too much censure from ichthyologists
and make use of the book and ‘learning’ the Sundarbans finfishes easier for most readers.
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INTRODUCTION

Environment and Fish Biodiversity

The closed canopy expanse of the Sundarbans of Bangladesh, along with the contiguous
Sundarbans of India, is the largest mangrove forest in the world. Even though it has lost half of
its inland area over the last 200 years through human encroachment, some 10,000 km? of
mangrove wilderness still remain. The forest is contained within the lower catchment of one of
the largest river basins of the world - the Ganges-Brahmaputra (or Padma-Jamuna as it is called
in Bangladesh). The mangroves receive only minor direct affluent flow via the Passur River and
some small local catchment streams, but is bathed twice daily by massive tidal flow from the
northern Bay of Bengal - low in salinity and heavily laden with suspended sediment. The
vigorous scouring action of the tides has formed wide river channels inside the forest with
north-south alignment.

The special environmental conditions of the Sundarbans exert a rigorous ecological regime on
its aguatic fauna and flora. Despite the combination of high tidal flow velocities, heavy silt load
and low light penetration, a remarkable finfish biodiversity exists inside the Sundarbans forest
and in the adjacent marine zone of the northern Bay of Bengal. The fish community is
composed of at least 222 species These are mainly of marine origin, but several freshwater
species are able to take advantage of low salinity and freshwater conditions in the northeastern
part of the forest.

The objective of this book is to provide an introductory guide to the finfishes of the Bangladesh
Sundarbans. It is aimed at technical specialists who require biodiversity information, but are not
professional ichthyologists. Hopefully, it will also be of utility to members of the public who
are interested in the natural resources of the Sundarbans.

Finfish Material Examined

The most significant historical inventory of finfishes of the Sundarbans was carried out by
Chantarasri (1994) under an FAO project. His species list has been reproduced in many
subsequent reports on the Sundarbans when reference is made to fish biodiversity. The
inventory was conducted by purchasing fish catches directly from commercial and subsistence
fishermen operating in the Sundarbans in 1993. The list contains 196 finfish species. A
preserved collection of finfish obtained by the FAO project, consisting of 85 specimen lots, is
stored in the laboratory of the Aquatic Resources Division (ARD) of the Forestry Department.

The finfish species list of Chantarasri has been used as a baseline for this volume. Observations
were made by the author during the period May 2000 to November 2001 of fish catches at
Dubla Char (which represents mainly fish catches from behundi nets in the marine zone) and in
the Sundarbans forest (which represent fish catches from many different types of fishing gears).
Many specimens were collected and are preserved in the ARD fish collection. Full study of this
material (and further study of the Chantarasri collection) in the future will no doubt yield
additional new species records for the Sundarbans. An important result of the field work has
been the identification of a rare shark species Glyphis glyphis. This has been written up as a
separate report by Bernacsek and Haque (2001). Some additional new species records for the
Sundarbans have resulted from the contracted field studies of Khulna University in January,




February and July 2001. These are presented in three field trip data reports, with additional
information in an inception report and a baseline survey report.

Ichthyological Sources for the Sundarbans Finfishes

The aunthor has used an assemblage of local, national and regional ichthyological source
literature to identify the finfish species of the Bangladesh Sundarbans. Every effort has been
made to present the most current taxonomic nomenclature, and to weed out synonyms.

The classification of fish families used is a recent one obtained from the California Academy of
Science, and is based on Eschmeyer (1998).

Species identification and updating of nomenclature was carried out by using the excellent FAO
regional publications of Carpenter and Niem (1998, 1999, 1999a) as the main taxonomic
reference. They cover the marine fishes of the Western Central Pacific region, but many of the
species accounts apply also to the Bay of Bengal. This is a six volume work', but only the first
four volumes (up to the Carangidae [Trevallies and Scats]) were available to the author. A
second reference work that was used is the FAO field guide for the marine fishes of Sri Lanka
by De Bruin et al (1994). The FAO field guide for the marine fishes of Mozambique by Fischer
et al (1990) - although somewhat removed geographically from the Bay of Bengal - proved to be
a useful source for a few species.

Also of great utility were the series of FAO fish species catalogues which present detailed
taxonomic and biological accounts of all known species of individual families. The catalogues
for groupers, billfishes, scombrids, nemipterids, emperors, snappers, clupeoids, ribbonfishes
and whitings were available to the author.

The following local Bangladesh and Indian reference works were also very useful:

¢ Commercial marine fishes of Bangiadesh (Rahman et al, 1995).
Fishes of the Bay of Bengal (Quddus and Shafi, 1995).
Checklist of marine fishes in the Museum of the Marine Biological Laboratory at Cox’s
Bazar (Quayum, 1987).

e Freshwater fishes of Bangladesh (Rahman, 1989),

o Freshwater fishes of India and adjacent countries (Talwar and Jhingran, 1991).

Future Fish Biodiversity Work, Future Editions of this Book

Some important work on the finfish biodiversity of the Sundarbans remains to be done. Once
volumes 5 and 6 of the important Carpenter and Niem reference work become available, the
identification and nomenclature of the relevant families need to be updated.

Although the fish biodiversity inventory of Chantarasri appears to be quite comprehensive, it is
not clear if all of the species listed actually occur in the Sundarbans forest and marine zone. In a
review of Chantarasri’s 1994 report by Khulna University it was suggested that some species on
the list may not actually be present in the Sundarbans, because these species were not found
during the catch assessment survey. One explanation of this is that some species included in the

! Volume 1 covers seaweeds, corals, bivalves and gastropaods.
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list are widely ranging species found throughout the Bay of Bengal area, and hence were
assumed to also occur within the SRF and marine zone. In some cases, this may be a valid
assumption, but in other cases it may not be. Hence there is a need to validate the presence of
all species listed by Chantarasri but not found during the current study.

A close scrutiny of primary evidence (ie the Chantarasri fish collection, and the collections of
the present study) needs to be undertaken to assemble an accurate list of species. This is time
consuming work, and there was insufficient opportunity during the present study to do a
thorough investigation of the available preserved material. It is very likely that several ‘new’
species await discovery in the collections.

Future editions of this book will need to include keys for identification, as well as descriptions
of diagnostic field characters, biological data and ecological information for each species. The
conservation status of each species should also be assessed, and recommendations given for
management strategies and measures to preserve the species in the Sundarbans.
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Opposite:
CYCLONE IN THE SUNDARBANS
Gerhard Michael Bernacsek; 2001; 92 x 61 cm; oil on canvas
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Flatheads, Toadfishes, Stargazers &
Lionfishes

Haifbeaks & Needlefishes

Goatfishes, Whitings, & Codlets
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Bathymetry of the Sundarbans Marine Zone to the south of Dubla Island
{from British Admiralty Nautical Chart #4859, Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh and India, Raimangal River to Elephant Point)

Distance from Jefford Point to 100 m isobath (due south 180° heading) = 37.2 km
Distance from Jefford Point to edge of Swatch of No Ground at 500 m isobath (south by southeast 206° heading) = 59.4 km




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

SHARKS & RAYS

SHARKS & RAYS

(and Related Cartilaginous Fishes)

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Carcharhinidae
Requiem sharks

Sphyrnidae
Hammerheads

Rhinobatidae
Guitarfishes

Pristidae
Sawfish

Narcinidae
Electric rays

Dasyatidae
Stingrays

Gymnuridae
Butterfly rays

Scoliodon laticauda
Glyphis glyphis

Carcharhinus melanopterus

Eusphyrna blochii

Rhynchobatus djiddensis
Rhinobatos granulatus

Pristis microdon

Narcine brunnea
Narcine timlei
Narke dipterygia

Himanitura uarnak
Himantura fluviatilis
Himantura gerrardi
Himantura uarnacoides
Himantura undulata
Himantura walga
Dasyatis zugei
Pastinachus sephen

Gymnura poecilura




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

SHARKS & RAYS

Family Carcharhinidae
Scoliodon laticauda (Muller and Henle, 1837)

~ ventral view upper and lower
of head tooth near centre

Scoliodon laticauda SURI KAMOT

Local Names: Suri kamot, thutte hangar.
English Names: Spadenose shark.
Synonyms: Scoliodon sorrakowah, S. walbeehmii.

This small shark species is very abundant in the marine zone of the Sundarbans. It was recorded
from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) as the synonym Scoliodon sorrakowah. The author
has seen large numbers of specimens in the fish drying camps at Dubla Char in December 2000,
January 2001 and November 2001. The species is caught by behundi nets set in the Sundarbans
marine zone, Most of the specimens caught are small to medium in size (25 to 40 cm in length),
It does not appear to enter the Sundarbans forest rivers to any important extent.
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Carcharhinidae
Glyphis glyphis (Muller and Henle, 1839)

Glyphis glyphis ILISHA HANGAR

Local Names: Ilisha hangar.
English Names: Speartooth shark, Queensland river shark

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. The author has examined a
large male specimen (circa 200 ¢m in length) and a set of large articulated jaws, both from the
Sundarbans marine zone. These specimens are provisionally identified with the species Glyphis
glyphis. A third specimen, that of a smaller female {circa 70-80 cm in length) which had been
caught in a poacher’s gillnet inside the Sundarbans forest in the Sundarbans East Wildlife
Sanctuary, may also belong to this species.

Glyphis glyphis is a rare and poorly known shark. The species was described by Muller and
Henle (1839) from a single 100 cm long stuffed specimen in the Humboldt University
Zoological Museum in Berlin without locality data. It is believed that a similar shark inhabiting
the Bizant River in northern Queensland, Australia may be the same species.
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Four photos above of male specimen of Glyphis glyphis fro marine zone of Sundarbans

Photo below of articulated jaws of Glyphis glyphis (ventral view)
{maximum width of jaws 41.9 cm)
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SHARKS & RAYS

Six photos above of articulated jaws and teeth of Glyphis glyphis
from marine zone of Sundarbans

Glyphis glyphis is rare in the commercial shark catch, with only about 10-15 taken each year off
the Sundarbans in behundi nets and shark gillnets. The specimens examined by the author
constitute a new record for the Sundarbans, for Bangladesh and for the Bay of Bengal, and
extend the world distribution range of the species considerably. The species is not listed in the
IUCN red book for Bangladesh (as it has only recently been recorded as occurring in
Bangladesh), but it is suggested that the species is probably extremely rare and should be
considered as critically endangered at national level. Worldwide, Glyphis glyphis should
certainly be considered a highly endangered species.

e R N

Photo above of possible female Glyphis giyphis caught by poachers in Sundarbans forest
{‘noose’” marks from gillnet visible around head and trunk)
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Carcharhinidae
Carcharhinus melanopterus (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824)

ventral view upper and lower
of head tooth near centre

Carcharhinus melanopterus KALA HANGAR

Local Names: Kala hangar
English Names: Blacktip reef shark

This species occurs in the marine waters of Bangladesh. It was recorded by Chantarasri (1994)
from the Sundarbans, but no specimens were seen by the author. It is probably infrequently
caught in the marine zone of the Sundarbans.
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Sphyrnidae
Eusphyrna blochii (Cuvier, 1817)
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ventral view of head

upper and lower tooth

Eusphyrna blochii KANUA HANGAR

Local Names: Kanua hangar; haturi hangar, moishya. English Names: Hammerhead shark,
winghead shark.
Synonyms: Sphyrna blochii.

This species occurs in the marine waters of Bangladesh. It was recorded by Chantarasri (1994)
from the Sundarbans as the synonym Sphyrna blochii. No specimens were seen by the author. It
is probably rarely caught in the marine zone of the Sundarbans.

Family Rhinobatidae
Rhynchobatus djiddensis (Forsskal, 1775)

Rhynchobatus djiddensis KARANJA

Local Names: Karanja, piambari. English Names: Whitespotted guitarfish

Chantarasri (1994) recorded this species from the Sundarbans. It was not seen by the author.
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- SHARKS & RAYS

Family Rhinobatidae
- Rhinobatos granulatus Cuvier, 1829

- Rhinobatos granulatus KARANJA

Local Names: Karanja, pitambari
- English Names: Sharpnose guitarfish

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. Several specimens were
— seen by the author at Dubla Char in December 2000, which had been caught with behundi nets
in the marine zone.
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SHARKS & RAYS

Photo above of Rhinobatos granulatus
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Family Pristidae
- Pristis microdon Latham, 1851

Pristis microdon KARAT HANGAR

Local Names: Karat hangar, aishya.
English Names: Largetooth sawfish

This species has not previously been reported from the Sundarbans. The author saw a specimen
(cut into pieces) in a rickshaw in Khulna in December 2000. It was said to have been caught in
the sea south of Khulna. The saw blade had 17 teeth on each side, and measured 135 cm in
length. The estimated total length of the specimen was about 534 cm, based on the blade length.
This blade is now part of a stylized life size representation of a sawfish which hangs from the
ceiling of the aquarium room of the Sundarbans Information Centre in Khulna.

11
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Narcinidae
Narcine brunnea Annandale, 1909

Narcine brunnea CHORCHATA

Local Names: Chorchata, badami biddut.
English Names: Brown electric ray, brown numbfish

This small electric ray has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. The author saw
several specimens at Dubla Char in January and November 2001. It forms a very small -
component of the behundi net catch from the marine zone.

Photo above of a female specimen of Narcine brunnea
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Two photos above of male specimens of Narcine brunnea
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Narcinidae
Narcine timlei (Bloch and Schneider, 1801)

Narcine timlei CHORCHATA

Local Names: Chorchata
English Names: Blackspotted electric ray, blackspotted numbfish.

This large spotted electric ray has not been previously recorded from the Sundarbans. It is very
provisionally identified as Narcine timlei. Several specimens were seen by the author at Dubla
Char in December 2000, January 2001 and November 2001. It is caught in behundi nets and
forms a small part of the total catch.
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Comparison of typical size of Narcine timlei (left) and
Narcine timlei (left) Himantura uarnacoides
with Narcine brunnea

15




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

SHARKS & RAYS -

Family Narcinidae
Narke dipterygia (Bloch and Schneider, 1801)

Narke dipterygia CHORCHATA

Local Names: Chorchata
English Names: Spottail electric ray, spottail sleeper ray

This small electric ray has not been previously recorded from the Sundarbans. One specimen
were seen by the author at Dubla Char in November 2001. It was caught by a behundi net in the
marine zone.

16
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Dasyatidae
Himantura uarnak (Forsskal, 1775)

Himantura uarnak HAUSH

Local Names: Haush, sankush.
English Names: I.eopard stingray, reticulate whipray.

This large species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). The author has
seen one specimen in the Sundarbans forest in December 2000, and a dried skin at Dubla Char
in November 2001 (photo below). This species would appear to be relatively uncommon in the
behundi net catch.
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Family Dasyatidae
Himantura fluviatilis (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)
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Himantura fluviatilis SHUKUSH

Local Names: Shukush, shaplapata.
English Names: Gangetic stingray, giant stingray.
Synonyms: Possible synonyms are Trygon polylepis and Himantura chaophraya.

This gigantic stingray has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. The author
examined a female specimen in a fisherman’s boat near Alokor at Dubla Char (two photos next
page). It measured over 220 cm across the disk, and may have weighed 50-75 kg. This species
appears to occur widely in freshwater as well as shallow marine waters. A large specimen of 75
kg caught by fishermen in the Kushiyara River near its confluence with the Manu River was
seen by the author in 1994. H. fluviatilis probably forms only a very small part of the Dubla
Char catch. It should probably be regarded as an endangered species.
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Family Dasyatidae
Himantura gerrardi (Gray, 1851)

Himantura gerrardi SHAPLAPATA

Local Names: Shaplapata.
English Names: Whitespotted stingray, whitespotted whipray.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. The author examined two
specimens at Dubla Char in December 2000 and January 2001, and one specimen in the
Sundarbans forest in December 2000. It is caught with behundi nets and does not appear to be
especially abundant.
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Dasyatidae
Himantura uarnacoides (Bleeker, 1852)
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Himantura uarnacoides SHAPLAPATA

Local Names: Shaplapata. English Names: Bleeker’s stingray, Bleeker’s whipray.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. Several dozen specimens
were seen by the author at Dubla Char in December 2000, January 2001 and November 2001.
Some specimens were seen in the Sundarbans forest in December 2000. It is the most abundant
of the larger stingray species in the behundi net catch.

A *flock’ of Himantura uarnacoides
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The skin of Himantura uarnacoides (and also Himantura uarnak, far right skin)
is dried and sold for processing into leather.
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Family Dasyatidae
_ Himantura undulata (Bleeker, 1852)

Himantura undulata SHAPLAPATA

- Local Names: Shaplapata. English Names: Leopard stingray, leopard whipray.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. The author saw one
specimen in the Sundarbans forest in December 2000.
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Dasyatidae
Himantura walga (Muller and Henle, 1841)

Himantura walga SHAPLAPATA

Local Names: Shaplapata.
English Names: Dwarf stingray, dwarf whipray.

This dwarf stingray species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). The
author has seen several specimens at Dubla Char in January 2001 and November 2001. It forms

a small part of the behundi net catch.
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Photos above of dorsal and ventral views of a female specimen of Himantura walga
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Family Dasyatidae
Dasyatis zugei (Muller and Henle, 1841)

Dasyatis zugei SAPLAPATA

Local Names: Saplapata.
English Names: Sharpsnout stingray
Synonyms: Amphotistius zugei.

This medium size stingray was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans as the
synonym Amphotistius zugei. One specimens were seen by the author at Dubla Char in
December 2000.
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Photo above of Dasyatis zugei
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SHARKS & RAYS

Family Dasyatidae
Pastinachus sephen (Forsskal, 1775)
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Pastinachus sephen HAUSH

Local Names: Haush, sankush.
English Names: Cowtail stingray.

This large stingray was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens
were seen by the author.
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Family Gymnuridae
Gymnura poecilura (Shaw, 1804)

Gymnura poecilura

English Names: Longtail butterfly ray.

This medium size butterfly ray has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. The
author saw several dozen specimens at Dubla Char in December 2000, January 2001 and
November 2001. The species is fairly common in behundi net catches, and most hauls catch one
or more individuoals.
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Species of Uncertain Occurrence in Sundarbans

Family Carcharhinidae
Carcharhinus leucas (Valenciennes in Muller and Henle, 1839)

Bull shark

The bull shark Carcharhinus
leucas is wide ranging in
shallow  coastal waters,
estuaries and rivers. It is
know from the Hooghly River
in India, where it is probably
responsible for most of the

reported shark attacks on .
humans. It has not yet been \
reported from the Bangladesh , h\ i A
Sundarbans. Large sharks are | ’, (A

now rare inside the { ventral view | upper and lower
Sundarbans forest rivers, but o head tooth near ceatre

in previous decades were much more abundant and occasionally attacked and killed people. This
species is the most likely one to have carried out such attacks.

Family Carcharhinidae

Galeocerdo cuvier (Peron and LeSueur in LeSueur, 1822)
Baga hangar

Tiger shark

The tiger shark Galeocerdo
cuvier is recorded from the
shallow coastal waters of
India. There is no record as
yet from Bangladesh waters.
Fishermen at Dubla Char
however report catching a
large shark with markings
like a tiger, and this may have
been a tiger shark.
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Family Carcharhinidae
Glyphis gangeticus, (Muller and Henle, 1839)
Gangetic river shark

The rare Gangetic river shark
Glyphis gangeticus occurs in
the Ganga-Hooghly river
system in India. It may
eventually also be found to
occur in the Bangladesh
Sundarbans.

Family Carcharhinidae
Lamiopsis temmincki (Muller and Henle, 1839)
Broadfin shark

The broadfin shark Lamiopsis
temmincki is a  widely
distributed species occurring
in inshore marine waters and
estuaries, including the
Hooghty River. It may
eventually also be found to
occur in the Bangladesh
Sundarbans.

veniral view upper und lower
of head tooth near centre

Family Carcharhinidae
Rhizoprionodon acutus (Ruppell, 1837)
Kamot hangar

Milk shark

The milk shark Rhizoprionodon
acutus is recorded from
Bangladesh marine waters [as
the synonym Scoliodon
walbeehmi (Bleeker, 1856)]
by Quddus and Shafi (1995).

p. It is probably occasionally
E caught in the Sundarbans

marine zone in behundi nets
and shark nets.

ventral view upper and lower




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS
& SARDINES

(and Related Fishes)

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Engraulidae Coilia dussumieri

Anchovies Coilia neglecta
Coilia ramcarati
Setippina phasa
Setippina taty

Stolephorus tri
Thryssa dussumieri
Thryssa hamiltonii

Pristigasteridae Pellona ditchela

Herrings Hlisha melastoma
Ilisha megaloptera
Raconda russelliana

Chirocentridae Chirocentrus dorab

Wolf herrings Chirocentrus nudus
Clupeidae Anodontostoma chacunda
Sardines and Dussumieria acuta
shads Escualosa thoracata
Gudusia chapra
Sardinella fimbriata
Sardinella gibbosa
Sardinella melanura
Hilsa kelee
Tenualosa ilisha
Tenualosa toli
Elopidae Elops machnata
Tarpon
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Family Engraulidae
Coilia dussumieri Valenciennes, 1848

Coilia dussumieri BOIRAGI

Local Names: Boiragi, olua, amadi.
English Names: Pointed tail anchovy.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author saw several
specimens at Dubla Char in November 2001.
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Family Engraulidae
Coilia neglecta Whitehead, 1968

Coilia neglecta BOIRAGI

Local Names: Boiragi, olua.
English Names: Neglected anchovy.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. Several specimens were
seen by the author at Dubla Char in December 2000, and in the Sundarbans forest in November

2001.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Engraulidae
Coilia ramcarati (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)
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Coilia ramcarati BOIRAGI

Local Names: Boiragi, olua.
English Names: Tapertail anchovy.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author saw two
specimens at Dubla Char in November 2001.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Engraulidae
Setippina phasa (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)
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Setippina phasa PHASA

Local Names: Phasa.
English Names: Gangetic hairfin anchovy.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author has examined
several hundred specimens at Dubla Char and from Sundarbans forest rivers in December 2000,
January 2001 and November 2001. It forms a major component ¢f the behundi net catch
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Scan of specimen of Setipinna phasa

Family Engraulidae
Setipinna taty (Valenciennes, 1848)

TEILLA PHASA

§

Setipinna t

Local Names: Teilla phasa.
English Names: Scaly hairfin anchovy.

The species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens were seen
by the author. It formed a substantial part of the behundi net catch in the Dubla Char fishery in
1993,
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Engraulidae
Stolephorus tri (Bleeker, 1852)
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Stolephorus tri KATA PHASA

Local Names: Kata phasa.
English Names: Spined anchovy.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.

Family Engraulidae
Thryssa dussumieri (Valenciennes, 1848)

R e
LR . /‘X 4 W i ‘ & o%*%%%s éﬂ ;3‘;-; s
AKX R XX X XXX KT R KA
Js“\ \AZ:F;? \_ .;.\} ‘.‘ 3 l _ 3 4 3 J&i

RO
) 2 ;?;f :}) ". } & E‘

Thryssa dussumieri PHASA

Local Names: Phasa.
English Names: Dussumier's anchovy.

This species was previously recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No
specimens were seen by the author.
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Family Engraulidae
Thryssa hamiltonii (Gray, 1835)

Thryssa hamiltonii RAM PHASA

Local Names: Ram phasa.
English Names: Hamilton's anchovy.

Chantarasri (1994) recorded this species from the Sundarbans. Several specimens were seen by
the author at Dubla Char in December 2000 and November 2001.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Pristigasteridae
Pellona ditchela Valenciennes, 1847
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Pellona ditchela CHOUKKA

Local Names: Choukka. English Names: Indian pellona herring.

The species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. Its occurrence was noted by
the contracted Khulna University field study of 2001.

Family Pristigasteridae
Ilisha melastoma (Schneider, 1801)
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Ilisha melastoma CHAUKKA

Local Names: Chaukka, choukya. English Names: Indian herring.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri {1994} from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Pristigasteridae
Hisha megaloptera (Swainson, 1839)
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Ilisha megaloptera CHAUKKA

Local Names: Chaukka, choukya,
English Names: Bigeye herring.

Chantarasri (1994) recorded this species from the Sundarbans. Many specimens were seen by
the author at Dubla Char in December 2000, January 2001 and November 2001.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Pristigasteridae
Raconda russelliana Gray, 1831

'v\\‘\\‘wx\\“- ¥

Lk

\ -r,_
\
]\ &

Raconda russelliana PATRA

Local Names: Patra, fasha, fatra, kurra phasa.
English Names: Smooth-back herring.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author saw
numerous specimens at Dubla Char in December 2000 and November 2001. It is caught by
behundi nets.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Chirocentridae
Chirocentrus dorab (Forsskal, 1775)

Chirocentrus dorab KARATI CHELA

Local Names: Karati chela.
English Names: Wolf herring.

The species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens were seen
by the author.
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Family Chirocentridae
Chirocentrus nudus (Swainson, 1839)

'.© pectoral fins long

Chirocentrus nudus KARATI CHELA

Local Names: Karati chela.
English Names: Wolf herring.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author saw many
specimens at Dubia Char in December 2000, January 2001 and November 2001.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Anodontostoma chacunda (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Anodontostoma chacunda KOIPUTI

Local Names: Koiputi.
English Names: Gizzard shad.

Chantarasri (1994) recorded this species from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen by the
author.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Dussumieria acuta Valenciennes, 1847

Dussumieria acuta NAILLA

Local Names: Nailia.
English Names: Rainbow sardine.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.

Family Clupeidae
Escualosa thoracata (Valenciennes, 1847)

Escualosa thoracata HICHIRI

Local Names: Hichiri.
English Names: White sardine.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author did not seen
any specimens.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Gudusia chapra (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Gudusia chapra CHAPILA

Local Names: Chapila. )
English Names: Indian river sardine.

Chantarasri (1994) recorded the species from the Sundarbans. Several specimens are preserved
in the FAO fish collection..
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Sardinella fimbriata (Valenciennes, 1847)
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Sardinella fimbriata TAKHIA

Local Names: Takhia.
English Names: Fringescale sardine.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen

by the author.

Family Clupeidae
Sardinella gibbosa (Bleeker, 1849)

Sardinella gibbosa CHANDANA

Local Names: Chandana, takia.
English Names: Goldstripe sardine.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Sardinella melanura (Cuvier, 1829)
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Sardinella melanura CHANDANA

Local Names: Chandana, takia.
English Names: Sardine.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. Several specimens were
seen by the author at Dubla Char in November 2001.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Hilsa kelee (Cuvier, 1829)
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Hilsa kelee GARTA ILISH

Local Names: Garta ilish.
English Names: Kelee shad.

The species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Tenualosa ilisha (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)
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Tenualosa ilisha ILISH

Local Names: Ilish.
English Names: Hiisha shad.

This commercially important species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans.
The author saw numerous specimens in the Sundarbans forest in June 2000, and a few
specimens at Dubla Char in January 2001 and November 2001. The species migrates annually
from the Bay of Bengal into the larger Sundarbans rivers with substantial monsoon discharge
(Baleswar, Passur) where it is caught with large mesh gillnets. It forms a major component of
the total fish catch of the Sundarbans.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Photo below of small Tenualosa ilisha, known as jatka
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Clupeidae
Tenualosa toli (Valenciennes, 1847)

Tenualosa toi CHANDANA ILISH

Local Names: Chandana ilish.
English Names: Toli shad.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.
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ANCHOVIES, HERRINGS & SARDINES

Family Elopidae
Elops machnata (Forsskal, 1775)
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Elops machnata

English Names: Tarpon, tenpounder, ladyfish.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.

Species of Uncertain Occurrence in Sundarbans

Family Engraulidae

Thryssa mystax (Schneider,
1801)

Phasa

Moustached anchovy

Family Pristigasteridae
Hisha filigera (Valenciennes,
1847)

Choukya

Coromandel herring
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CA Py Ao

Phasa and patra drying on mat Preparing Bombay duck for hanging on racks to d

Small shrimp and finfish drying on mats supported on horizontal drying racks

SUN DRYING CATCHES AT DUBLA CHAR IN THE WINTER
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— EELS

] EELS

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Muraenesocidae Congresox talabonoides

Pike conger eels Muraenesox cinereus
Synbranchidae Monopterus cuchia
Mud eels

Ophichthidae Pisodonophis boro
Snake eels
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EELS -

Family Muraenesocidae
Congresox talabonoides (Blecker, 1853) N
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Congresox talabonoides KAMILA

Local Names: Kamila.
English Names: Indian pike conger eel.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author saw one
specimen at Dubla Char in December 2000. A specimen is preserved in the FAO fish

collection.
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EELS

Family Muraenesocidae
Muraenesox cinereus (Forsskal, 1775)

Muraenesox cinereus KAMILA

Local Names: Kamila.
English Names: Daggertooth pike conger eel.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.

Family Synbranchidae
Monopterus cuchia (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Monopterus cuchia KUCHIA

Local Names: Kuchia.
English Names: Gangetic mud eel.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.
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EELS

Family Ophichthidae
Pisodonophis boro (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Pisodonophis boro KHARU

Local Names: Kharu, hijra
English names: Rice paddy eel.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. A specimen is preserved in
the FAO fish collection.
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EELS

63




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

EELS

Species of Uncertain Occurrence in Sundarbans

Family Anguillidae
Anguilla bengalensis (Gray, 1831)
Indian longfin eel

The Indian longfin eel
Anguilia bengalensis is widely
distributed in the region. It
lives in freshwater [Rahman
(1989) found it in several
localities in Bangladesh] but
occurs in estuarine waters
during its early life stage and
near maturity, and likely spans in the sea. It is likely that it will eventually be recorded from the
Sundarbans.

Family Muraenesocidae
Muraenesox bagio (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)
Common pike conger eel

The common pike conger eel
Muraenesox  bagio  was
recorded by Rahman (1989)
from Bangladesh. This
species may occur in the
Sundarbans marine zone.
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BARBS

BARBS

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Cyprinidae Puntius terio
Barbs & carps

Family Cyprinidae
Puntius terio (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Puntius terio PUTI

Local Names: Puti. tert punti.
English Names: One-spot barb,

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. It was observed by the
contracted Khulna University field study in 2001. It is normally found only in freshwater.
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SORTING THE BEHUNDI NET CATCH AT DUBLA CHAR
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The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

Bagridae
Whiskered catfishes

Schilbeidae
Fatty catfishes

Clariidae
Walking catfish

Plotosidae
Eeltail catfishes

Ariidae
Sea catfishes

CATFISHES

CATFISHES

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Mystus gulio
Mystus bleekeri

Ailia coila
Pangasius pangasius
Silonia silondia

Clarias batrachus

Plotosus canius
Plotosus lineatus

Arius gagora
Arius arius

Arius platystomus
Arius dussumieri
Arius maculatus
Arius nenga
Arius sona

Arius thalassinus
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CATFISHES

Family Bagridae
Mystus gulio (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Mystus gulio TENGRA

Local Names: Tengra, guilia, nuna tengra.
English Names: Long-whiskered catfish.

This medium size species of whiskered catfish was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the
Sundarbans. Several specimens were examined by the author in the Sundarbans forest in
December 2000. It is of some commercial importance in the forest fishery.
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_ CATFISHES
Family Bagridae
Mystus bleekeri (Day, 1877)

Mpystus bleekeri TENGRA

Local Names: Tengra, golsha tengra.
English Names: Day’s catfish.

This small species of whiskered catfish has not previously been recorded from Sundarbans. It
was observed by the contracted Khulna University field study of 2001.

Family Schilbeidae
Ailia coilg (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Ailia coila BASPATA

Local Names: Baspata, kajuli.
English Names: Gangetic catfish.

This medium size catfish has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. It was
observed by the contracted Khulna University field study in 2001.
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CATFISHES

Family Schilbeidae
Pangasius pangasius (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Pangasius pangasius PANGAS

Local Names: Pangas.
English Names: Fatty catfish.

This large and commercially important catfish was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the
Sundarbans. The author examined one juvenile and several fingerling in the Sundarbans forest
and at Dubla Char in January and November 2001. The adults inhabit large rivers and may
migrate long distances down to the estuaries to spawn. This is an endangered species in
Bangladesh and requires comprehensive protection. The Sundarbans may be one of its more
important remaining breeding and nursery grounds.
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CATFISHES

Photo above of juvenile Pangasius pangasius, with stomach stuffed with snails

Family Schiltbeidae
Silonia silondia (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Stlonia silondia SHILLONG

Local Names: Shillong.
English Names: Silondia.

This large catfish was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were
seen by the author.
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CATFISHES

Family Clariidae
Clarias batrachus (Linnaeus, 1758)
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Clarias batrachus MAGUR

Local Names: Magur.
English Names: Walking catfish.

This freshwater species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. A single
specimen was seen by the author in the northeastern part of the Sundarbans forest in November

2001.
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CATFISHES

Family Plotosidae
Plotosus canius Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822

M
H v

fered i Bl 1
c.x.{;.f’;,‘ iy
A & A
i Gk P,
1

Plotosus canius KAIN MAGUR

Local Names: Kain magur.
English Names: Canine eeltail catfish.

This medium size and commercially important catfish species was recorded by Chantarasri
(1994) from the Sundarbans. Numerous specimens were seen in the Sundarbans forest by the
author in December 2000 and November 2001,
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CATFISHES

Family Plotosidae
Plotosus lineatus (Thunberg, 1787)
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Plotosus lineatus KAIN MAGUR

Local Names: Kain magur.
English Names: Striped eeltail catfish.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. It appears to be much
less abundant than Plorosus canius in the Sundarbans. One specimen was seen by the author in
the Sundarbans forest in July 2000.
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius gagora (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Arius gagora MAD

Local Names: Mad, kata.
English Names: Gagora sea catfish.

This species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No
specimens were seen by the author

upper teoth patches

A Note about the genus Arius

Arius is considered a ‘difficult’ taxon. The identity of many of the species of the genus is not yet
satisfactory, and it is difficult to clearly define them. Identifications presented in this book should
be considered tentative, The collection and detailed study of more specimens is needed before
a clearer understanding of the species composition of the ariids of the Sundarbans can be
achieved, and reliable identifications made.
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius arius (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Arius arius MAD

Local Names: Mad, kata.
English Names: Threadfin sea catfish.
Synonyms: Arius buchanani.

This medium size sea catfish was recorded from the Sundarbans by
Chantarasri (1994) as the synonym Arius buchanani. The author has
seen a single small specimen which is provisionally identified as Arius upper tooth patches
arius.
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius platystomus Day, 1877
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Arius platystomus MAD R L

Local Names: Mad, kata. P R
English Names: Flatmouth sea catfish. ,}’3 v §‘,‘:, vgg ‘7”‘.2,";3
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This small sea catfish has not previously been recorded t{,\,,: ":g;' ';Uu“’y“:"
from the Sundarbans. It was observed by the contracted ¥ ‘f@’
Khulna University field study of 2001.

teeth on roof of mouth
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius dussumieri Valenciennes, 1840

Arius dussumieri GOOROO

Local Names: Gooroo, mad, kata.
English Names: Blacktip sea catfish.

This large and commercially important species was recorded by Chantarasri
(1994) from the Sundarbans. Several dozen adult specimens were seen by the
author at Dubla Char in December 2000. These are provisionally identified as
Arius dussumieri.

upper tooth
patches
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CATFISHES

Photos of Arius dussumieri above
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius maculatus (Thunberg, 1792)

Local Names: Mad, kata.
English Names: Spotted sea catfish.

This medium size species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the /—\

Sundarbans. One fingerling specimen examined by the author is

provisionally identified as Arius maculatus. A specimen is preserved in >33 253
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the FAO fish collection. ‘;g:; o Sl
A e
Wy,
o.-.: Sous

upper tooth patches
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius nenga (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Arius nenga MAD

Local Names: Mad, kata. English Names: Engraved catfish.

Synonyms: Arius caelatus.
- upper tooth patches

This medium size species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans as the
synonym Arius caelatus. One specimen was seen by the author at Dubla Char in December
2000.
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius sona (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Arius sona MAD

Local Names: Mad, kata.
English Names: Sona sea catfish.
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upper tooth patches

This large species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. The author has
seen several specimens at Dubla Char in December 2000 and November 2001 (including a large
dried head - see photo of palatal tooth patches above) which are provisionally identified as
Arius sona. The species would appear to be relatively common in the marine zone and estuaries

of the Sundarbans.
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CATFISHES

Photos of Arius sona
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CATFISHES

Family Ariidae
Arius thalassinus (Ruppell, 1837)

Arius thalassinus MAD

Local Names: Mad, kata.
English Names: Giant sea catfish.

This giant catfish species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the
Sundarbans. A specimen from the Sundarbans is preserved at the
Sundarbans Information Centre in Khulna.

upper tooth patches
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CATFISHES

Species of Uncertain Occurrence in Sundarbans

Family Schilbeidae
Clupisoma garua (Hamilton, 1822)
Garua

A specimen of the garua
catfish Clupisoma garua was
collected in the Passur river
several km north of the
Sundarbans. It is quite likely
that the range of this species
extends into the Sundarbans,
especially during the rainy
season. Other freshwater catfish species may also eventually be recorded from the low salinity
zone of the Sundarbans forest.

Scan of specimen of Clupisoma garua
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Otters use for fishing with tar jal for bhetki and pgas
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LIZARDFISHES & BOMBAY DUCKS

LIZARDFISHES &
BOMBAY DUCKS

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Synodontidae Saurida tumbil
Lizardfishes and
Bombay ducks

Harpadon nehereus

Family Synodontidae
Saurida tumbil (Bloch, 1795)

Saurida tumbil TIKTIKI

Local Names: Tiktiki, achila.
English Names: Greater lizardfish.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens were seen
by the author.
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LIZARDFISHES & BOMBAY DUCKS

Family Synodontidae
Harpadon nehereus (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Harpadon nehereus LOITTYA

Local Names: Loittya.
English Names: Bombay duck.

This commercially important species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans,
The author saw large numbers of Bombay duck at Dubla Char in December 2000, January 2001
and November 2001, where the species is probably the single most abundant in the marine and
estuarine behundi net catch. Fingerlings and juveniles were also seen in fish catches in the
Sundarbans forest.
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LIZARDFISHES & BOMBAY DUCKS
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LIZARDFISHES & BOMBAY DUCKS

Species of Uncertain Occurrence in Sundarbans

Several wide-ranging species of lizardfishes are likely to occur in Bangladesh waters and may
eventually be recorded from the Sundarbans. These include:

Saurida gracilis (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824) Gracile lizardfish

Synodus binotatus (Schultz, 1953) Twospot lizardfish

Synodus dermatogenys (Fowler, 1912) Banded lizardfish

Synodus doaki (Russell and Cressey, 1979) Doak’s lizardfish

Synodus indicus (Day, 1873) Indian lizardfish

Synodus jaculum (Russell and Cressey, 1979)

Synodus macrocephalus (Cressey, 1981) Largehead lizardfish

Synodus macrops (Tanaka, 1917) Triplecross lizardfish

Synodus oculeus (Cressey, 1981) Large-eye lizardfish

Synodus sageneus (Waite, 1905) Speartoothed lizardfish, speartoothed grinner
Synodus variegatus (Lacepede, 1803) Variegated lizardfish
Trachinocephalus myops (Bloch and Schneider, 1801) Bluntnose lizardfish

Family Synodontidae
Saurida gracilis (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824)
Gracile lizardfish
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HALFBEAKS & NEEDLEFISHES

HALFBEAKS &
NEEDLEFISHES

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Hemiramphidae Rhynchorhamphus georgii
Halfbeaks Hyporhamphus limbatus
Hyporhamphus xanthopterus

Belonidae Strongylura strongylura
Needlefishes Tylosurus crocodilus
Xenentodon cancila

Family Hemiramphidae
Rhynchorhamphus georgii (Valenciennes, 1846)

Rhynchorhamphus georgii EKTHUITTA

Local Names: Ekthuitta.
English Names: George's halfbeak.
Synonyms: Hemiramphus georgii.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans as the synonym
Hemiramphus georgii. No specimens were seen by the author.
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HALFBEAKS & NEEDLEFISHES

Family Hemiramphidae
Hyporhamphus limbatus (Valenciennes, 1846)

Hyporhamphus limbatus EKTHUITTA

English Names: Congaturi halfbeak.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. One specimen was seen by
the author at Dubla Char in January 2001.

Family Hemiramphidae
Hyporhamphus xanthopterus (Valenciennes, 1846)

Hyporhamphus xanthopterus

English Names: Vembanad halfbeak.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. Several specimens were
examined by the contracted Khulna University field study from the Sundarbans in 2001.
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HALFBEAKS & NEEDLEFISHES

Family Belonidae
Strongylura strongylura (van Hasselt, 1823)

Strongylura strongylura

English Names: Spottail needlefish.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. A number of specimens
were seen by the author in the Sundarbans forest in December 2000 and November 2001. Also,
several specimens were examined by the contracted Khulna University field study from the
Sundarbans in 2001.
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HALFBEAKS & NEEDLEFISHES

Family Belonidae
Tylosurus crocodilus (Peron and LeSueur, 1821)

Tylosurus crocodilus KAIKKA

Local Names: Kaikka.
English Names: Spottail needlefish.

This large needlefish species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. A large
dried specimen (with jaws removed) was seen by the author at Dubla Char in November 2001.
It is provisionally identified as Tylosurus crocdilus crocdilus, but due to the incomplete nature
of the specimen, the identification is considered very tentative.

Family Belonidae
Xenentodon cancila (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Xenentodon cancila KAIKKA

Local Names: Kaikka.
English Names: Spottail needlefish.

This species has not previously been recorded from the Sundarbans. It normally occurs in
freshwater systems. Several specimens were examined by the contracted Khulna University field
study from the Sundarbans in 2001.

94




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

FLUTEMOUTHS & SEAHORSES

FLUTEMOUTHS &
SEAHORSES

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Fistulariidae Fistularia petimba
Flutemouths

Syngnathidae Hippocampus kuda
Seahorses

Family Fistulariidae
Fistularia petimba Lacepede, 1803
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Fistularia petimba BONGSHI

Local Names: Bongshi.
English Names: Red flutemouth, red cornetfish.
Synonyms: Fistularia villosa.

This species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans as the synonym
Fistularia villosa. No specimens were seen by the author.
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FLUTEMOUTHS & SEAHORSES

Family Syngnathidae
Hippocampus kuda Bleeker, 1852

Hippocampus kuda GHORA

Local Names: Ghora.
English Names: Yellow seahorse.

This small species was recorded by Chantarasri (1994) from the Sundarbans. No specimens
were seen by the author.
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Platycephalidae
Flatheads

Batrachoididae
Toadfishes

Uranoscopidae
Stargazers

Scorpaenidae -
Lionfishes

FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

FLATHEADS,
TOADFISHES,
STARGAZERS &
LIONFISHES

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Cociella punctata
Grammoplites scaber
Platycephalus indicus
Rogadius pristiger

Allenbatrachus grunniens

Ichthyoscopus inermis
Uranoscopus guttatus

Pterois milesi
Pterois russelli
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FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

Family Platycephalidae
Cociella punctata (Tilesius, 1812)

Cociella punctata FOTA MURBAILA

Local Names: Fota murbaila.
English Names: Spotted flathead.

This medium size species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994} as
Platycephalus crocodilus. No specimens were seen by the author.

Family Platycephalidae
Grammoplites scaber (Linnaeus, 1758)

Grammoplites scaber MURBAILA

Local Names: Murbaila.
English Names: Rough flathead.
Synonyms: Platycephalus scaber.

This medium size species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) as
Platycephalus scaber. No specimens were seen by the author.
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FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

Family Platycephalidae
Platycephalus indicus (Linnaeus, 1758)
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Platycephalus indicus MURBAILA

Local Names: Murbaila.
English Names: Indian flathead, bartail flathead.

This large flathead was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) and Rahman
(1989). Several specimens were seen by the author at Dubla Char and in the Sundarbans forest
in December 2000 and November 2001.
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FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

Family Platycephalidae
Rogadius pristiger (Cuvier, 1829)

Rogadius pristiger KATA MURBAILA

Local Names: Kata murbatla.
English Names: Thorny flathead.
Synonyms: Rogadius asper.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) as Rogadius asper.
No specimens were seen by the author.

Family Batrachoididae
Allenbatrachus grunniens (Linnaeus, 1758)

Allenbatrachus grunniens GONGONIA

Local Names: Gongonia
English Names: Gangetic toadfish.
Synonyms: Batrichthys grunniens.

This smail species has not been previously recorded from the Sundarbans. The author saw
several specimens in the Sundarbans forest in January 2001. The species was aiso seen by the
contracted Khulna University field study in 2001 which reported it as the synonym Batrichthys
grunniens.
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FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

Family Uranoscopidae
Ichthyoscopus inermis (Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1850)

Ichthyoscopus inermis BUTUM

Local Names: Butum, bhoot. English Names: Stargazer.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). A few specimens
were seen by the author at Dubla Char and in the Sundarbans forest in December 2000 and
January 2001.
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Family Uranoscopidae
Uranoscopus guttatus (Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1831)

Uranoscopus guttatus TARA GAZAR

Local Names: Tara gazar, bhoot. English Names: Stargazer.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). One specimen was
seen by the author in the Sundarbans forest in Yanuary 2001.
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- FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

Family Scorpaenidae
— Pterois milesi (Bennett, 1828)

Pterois milesi RONGILLA

Local Names: Rongilja.
English Names: Russel's lionfish.

This medium size species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). One
specimen seen by the author at Dubla Char in December 2000.




The Finfishes of the Bangladesh Sundarbans

FLATHEADS, TOADFISHES, STARGAZERS & LIONFISHES

Family Scorpaenidae
Pterois russelli Bennett, 1831

Pterois russelli RONGILLA

Local Names: Rongilla.
English Names: Russel's lionfish.

This medium size species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No
specimens were seen by the author.
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

BASSES, PERCHES

& BREAMS

(and Related Fishes)

List of Species Recorded in Sundarbans:

Centropomidae
Seabasses

Ambassidae
(lassperches

Terapontidae
Banded perches

Apogonidae
Cardinfishes

Lobotidae
Tripletails

Sparidae
Seabreams

Nemipteridae
Threadfin breams

Lates calcarifer

Chanda nama
Pseudambassis baculis
Pseudambassis ranga

Terapon jarbua

Terapon theraps

Apogon novemfasciatus
Apogon septemstriatus

Lobotes surinamensis

Argyrops spinifer

Nemipterus japonicus
Nemipterus nematophorus
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Centropomidae
Lates calcarifer (Bloch, 1790)

Lates calcarifer BHETKI

L.ocal Names: Bhetki, koral, vetki.
English Names: Seabass, giant sea perch, barramundi.

This large and commercially important species was recorded from the Sundarbans by
Chantarasri (1994) and Rahman (1989). The author saw several juvenile specimens in the
Sundarbans forest in December 2000, January 2001 and November 2001. Large adults are
becoming increasingly rare as they are targeted by poachers in the wildlife sanctuaries. The
species is caught mainly with nets in the forest rivers and khals, and much less frequently in
behundi nets in the estuaries or marine zone.
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a BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Photos above of large Lates calcarifer caught by poachers in wildlife sanctuary in Nov 2001
(the fish were returned to the water alive by project staff)
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Ambassidae
Chanda nama Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822

Chanda nama NAMA CHANDA

Local Names: Nama chanda.
English Names: Elongate glassperch.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens
were seen by the author.

Family Ambassidae
Pseudambassis baculis (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Pseudambassis baculis KATA CHANDA

Local Names: Kata chanda.
English Names: Himalayan glassperch.
Synonyms: Chanda baculis.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) as the synonym
Chanda baculis. No specimens were seen by the author.
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Ambassidae
Pseudambassis ranga (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822)

Pseudambassis ranga LLAL CHANDA

Local Names: Lal chanda. English Names: Indian glassperch.
Synonyms: Chanda ranga.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) as the synonym
Chanda ranga. No specimens were seen by the author.

Family Terapontidae
Terapon jarbua (Forsskal, 1775)

Terapon jarbua BARGUNI

Local Names: Barguni, gugu. English Names: Terapon perch.

This medium size species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No
specimens were seen by the author.
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Terapontidae
Terapon theraps (Cuvier, 1829)

Terapon theraps BARGUNI

Local Names: Barguni, gugu. English Names: Banded terapon perch.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). Several specimens
were seen by the author at Dubla Char in December 2000.
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- BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Apogonidae
- Apogon novemfasciatus Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1828

Apogon novemfasciatus DUIDEA

Local Names: Duidea. English Names: Nine-banded cardinalfish,

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens
were seen by the author.

Family Apogondiae
Apogon septemstriatus Gunther, 1880

Apogon septemstriatus GOGLA

Local Names: Gogla. English Names: Seven-banded cardinalfish.

This small species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens
were seen by the author.
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Lobotidae
Lobotes surinamensis (Bloch, 1790)

Lobotes surinamensis SAGOR KOI

Local Names: Sagor koi.
English Names: Tripletail.

This large species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994) and Rahman
(1989). No specimens were seen by the author.
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BASSES, PERCHES & BREAMS

Family Sparidae
Argyrops spinifer (Forsskal, 1775)
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Argyrops spinifer LAL DATINA

Local Names: Lal datina.
English Names: Longspine seabream.

This large species was recorded from the Sundarbans by Chantarasri (1994). No specimens
were seen<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>