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Note to Reader

This report compiles the text of legislation pertaining to the management and
regulation of the fisheries of the Sundribons. Three main groups of legisiation
were compiled:

1. Forestry Legislation: This is legislation which applies specifically to
the Sundarbans. It is enforced by the Forest Department.

2. National Fisheries Legislation: This is legislation which applies to
all fisheries of Bangladesh. It is enforced mainly by the
Department of Fisheries, but various aspects also apply to the
Sundarbans, and some of the legislation contains specific
empowerment of FD officers. The principal focus is on inland
fisheries.

3. Marine Fisheries Legislation: This is legislation which applies
specifically to the marine fisheries in Bangladesh. It is enforced
mainly by the Department of Fisheries.

The compiled- legisiation constitutes the existing legal framework of the
Fisheries Management System (FMS) for the Sundarbans. The legislation will
be reviewed by the SBCP legal consuitant to identify gaps and weaknesses. It
is intended that new fisheries legislation will eventually be drafted for the
Sundarbans which consolidates existing legislation and incorporates new
legislation proposed under the FMS.

iii
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SUNDARBANS BIORIVERSITY GONGERVATION PROJEGT

Notification: Declaration of Sundarbans as a Reserved Forest, 1879

Note: This item has not yet been located.

Fisherias Legislation of the Sundarbans




SUNDARBANS BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION PROJECT

Notifleation: Area and Boundaries of Sundarbans Reserved Forest, 1915
BOTIIICATTON. '

No, 1439 o' —T'he 8t I"f'hrnm'j/ IN1s —Wilh reference ta the Notifien
e on, dated the 23td January 1879, published uneer seetiog
34 of the Indian Forest Act, 1878 (VLI of 1878), at page
71-81, Part 1 of the Calcutta Gazette ol the 29th idem, us mipended hy the
_ subsequent notifications noted "1 " the margin

m Dated tho it f.f',',‘tl'ﬁfo""' “declaring the Sunderhans Forest in the Khiulna
{7 No JC0STIL, dated the 2200 disbrict to he a reacrved forest, it s hcereby
Beptomber 1310, notified that thoe area and boundaries of that Toress,

Khulna,

arc ay follows :—
ARBA.

1,470,368 acren=2,207-45 squarc miles.

o A e ceteems i

BouNDARIES. -

North—From o wooden post No. 1 on the enst bank of the Kalindri
Gang situaled at a point 684 fect north ofanrlificind
chanuel joining the Kalindrt Gang and the Jamuna or
Madar viver, o demarvented line with an embanlonent
RE3 feet long and bearing 72°-30 along the sondh hound.
ary of lot No. 164, loenlly known as Koildhaliabad, to a
wooden post No. 2 on the Jamuna river; thence south-
wards along the Jaumuna river to its junction with the
Ghollkhali lkhal, and along Lhis khat Lo ila junction with

- the Dhaji khal: thenee the Dhaji khal to o woomden
cpost macked No. 3 thenee an actilicial channel wilh an
crmbankment having a genceal bearing of 12-30" for 2,100
foct Lo a wooden post No. 4@ thenee an embanlanent
beaving pgenerally 62° for o distance of 88 fect Lo ils
junction with the Mirgang at wooden post No. b thenen
the Mirgang, Chuarkuni khal, Dombkoli kehal, Kadinnioli
ichal and Chaur Gang 1o its junclion with bhe Arpanpasin
rivers thenree bhe Arpangasin river, the Singlagollobabi
khial, the Sakbaria tehal or Koeien Gang, Moisadadi lkhal,
Harda khal, the Sipsa viver, the Satar khal, the Bhaddar
Gang, Ladobi khal, the Dhangar khal, the Passar river,
the Chachan Guang up lo o amall Ichal near Chandpie
revenue siation, demareated by wooden postys No. G Lo 21
and thence the Khurma kbal to ilg junction with the
Bhola Gang. :

East—"The Bhola Gang to a swwonden post No. 22 on itg enstern banle;
thence an artificial line demarcated by posta Nos. 22 Lo 26
forming part of the srouth boundary of lot No. 6: Lhenen
the Bogi khal to its jonction with the Haringhata or
Badeswar viver; and thenee tho Haringhata river to the
Bay of Bengal.

Soulh—'The Bay of Bengal from the Haringbala river to tho
Ruaimangal river.

West—TThe Raimangal viver from the Bay of Bengal to its junction,
with the Kalindri Gang; and thenco the Kalindri Gang
to post No. [.

J. L. Kpnn,
Secy. to the Govt. of Dengal.

Fisheries Legislation of the Sundarbans
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SUNDARBANS BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION PROJECY

Short title
and exten.

Act: Forest Act, 1927

Forest _ [1927: Act XVY

(Chapter I.—Preliminary)
1Act No. XV of 1927.

[215t September,1927)

An Act 19 consolidate the law relating to forests, the traosit

of forest-produce and the duty leviable on timber ged other
forest-produce.

WHEREAs it is expedient to comsolidate the law relating
to forests, the transit of forest-produce and the duty leviible

on timder and other forest-produce, it is hereby enacted as
follows:

CHAPTER I
Preliminary.

L (1) This Act may be called the 2*Forest Act, 1927,

(2) It extends to [Sind, the Capital of the Federition.
East Bengil), s[the Punjab] and the North-West Frontier Pro-
vince (except the District of Hazira).

! For Siatement of Objects and Reasous, see “‘Gazerte of India”
1926, Pt. V, p. 133, and for Report of Select Committee, see jbid, p. 242

This Act has been applied (o Chittagong  Hill Tracts

with ¢ffecy
from the 2ist September, 1927, see Ben. Reg. V of 1942,

It has also been applied to Phwulera in the Excluded Area of Upper
Tanawal 1o the exvient the Act is applicable in the N.-W.F.P. and
extended to the Excluded Area of Upper Tanawal (N.-w.F.P.) other
than Phulern with efe:t from sych date and subjet to such modg-
cations as may. be notified, see N.-W.F.p. (Upper Tanawal) (Exciyded
Area) Laws Regulation, 1950,

Tiuis A, anl a2l the £les framed thereunder have been applied
to the district of Svlhet, with effect from the 20th Marcu, 1950, see
the Foresy (Exiension (o Sylhet) Act, 1950 (Ben., Act 11 of 1950).

The Ap hus beeu rerealed in part i its application to Bangal
see the Bengal Private Forests Act, 1945 {Ben. Act 11 of 1945) as re-

enatred in tie East Bangal Laws (Amendment and Repeal) Act, 1949
(E.B. Act 5 of 1950).

*The word *‘Indian” omitted by the A0,,71949.

? Subs. ibid, for *“Bombay, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, the United
Provigces, the Punjab, the Centrat Provinces”,

* Subs. by the Federal Laws (Revision and Dodlar.ation) Acy, 1951
(26 of 1951), 5. 8, for “*West Punjab”,

Fisheries Legisiation of the Sundarbans




SUNDARBANS BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION PROJECT

1927: Act XVI] Forest

(Chaptwr 1—Preliminary)

(3) The ![Provingial . overument] of any other Province
may, by notification in the 2[official Gazette], extend
this Act to the whole or any specified part of the
Province.

Ei:::;‘g!?tias‘c. (2) Inthis Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or contexd —

(1) “cattle™ includes eleph.nts, camels, buffuloes, horses,
mares, goldings,p onies, colts, fillies, mules, asses, pigs,
rams, ewes. sheep, lambs, gnats and kids;

(2) ““Forest Officer” means any person whom *** tho
1{Provincial Government] or any officer empowered
by >*** the ![Provincial Government] in this behalf,
may appoint to carry out all or any of the purposes of
this Act orto do unytiing required by this Act or any .
rule made tirereunder to be done by a Forest-Officer;

(3) “forest offence” meuns an oltence punjshable under
this Act or upnder any rule made thercunder;

(4) ~forest produce” inclu.les—

(a) the following whether found in, or brought from
a forest or not, that is to say:—

timber, c;.arcoal caoutchouc, catechu, woodoil
resip, natural varnish, bark, lac, mahua, flowers,
mahua seeds 4[, kuth] and myrabulams, and

(b) the following when found in, or brought from,
a forest that is to say:—

(i) trees and leaves, flowers and fruits, and ail other

parls or produce not |ereinbefore mentioned
of trees,

(i) plants not buing trees (including grass, creepers;

reeds and moss), and ail parts or produce of
such plants, _

(iii) wild animals and skios, tusks, horns, bones,
silk, cocoons, honey, and wax, and all other
parts of produce of animals, and

(iv) F.eat, surface scil, rock, and minerals (including
imestone, laterite, mineral oils and all products
of mines or quarrics);

1Subs. by the A, O., 1937, for “L, G™,

2Subs. ibid, for “*local official Gazette™,

3 Thd words “‘the G.G. in_C or" omitted, ibid.

* Ins. by the Indian Forest {Amendmens) Act, 1930 (26 of 1930), 32.

Fisheries Legislation of the Sundarbans
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SUNDARBANS BICDIVERSITY CONSERVATION PROJECT

3 Forest 1927: Act XV]j

(Chapter [ .—Preliminary. Chapter—I1. Of Resarved Forests).

1{(4A) “owner” includes a Court of Wards in respect of
property under the Superintendence or charge of such
court;] :

(5) “river” includes any stream, canal, creek or other
channels, natural or artificial;

(6) “timber’’ includes trees when they have fallen or have
been felled, and all wood wheather cut up or fashijoa-
ed or hollowed out for any purpose or mnot; and

(7) “tree” includes palms, bamboos, stumps, brushwood
and canes.

CHAPTER 1II
Of Reserved Forests

3. The 2[Provincial Government] may constitute any forest

Wi Y .
,’:.,%’. to land or waste-land which is the property of Government
forouts. or over which the Government has proprietory rights, or

to the whole or any part of the forest-produce of which
the Government is entitled, a rescrved forest int;e man-
ner hereinafter provided.

Notification 4. (1) Whenever it has been decided to constitute any
by Provincla;  Jand a reserved forest, the 2[Provincial Goyvernment) shall
Government” igepe a notification? in the [official Gazette]—

(a) declaring that it has been decided to constitute
such land a reserved forest;

(b) specifying, -as nearly as possible, the situation and
limits of such land; and

(¢) appointing an officer (hereinaftor called ‘‘the Forest
Settlement Officer”’) to enquire into and dctermine
the existence, nature and extent of any rights
alleged to exist in favour of any person in or
over land any comprised withir such limits, or over
any forest produce, and to deal with the same
as provided in this Chapter.

Explanation—For the purpose of clause (b), it shall be
sufficient to describe the limits of the forest by roads,
rivers, ridges or other well-known or readily intelligible
boundaries. '

(2) The officer appointed under clause (¢) of sub-section (1)
shall ordinarily be a person not holding any forest-
office except that of Forest Settlement-Officer.

. 1 Cause (4A) ins. by the Indian Forest (Amendmen) Act, 1933
(3 of 1933), section 2.

3Subs. by the A.O., 1937 for *'L.G.”
?See. Government of N.W.F.P. Dovelobment Department Noti-
fication No. 4720-DD, dated the 21st Scptember, 1951, p.blished in

trl.:e”bsl.-w:F.P. Govt. Gazeqte, dated the 18th Sebtember, 1951, Pt. I,

_ 4 8ubs. bythe A, O., 1937, for “'local official Gazette™.

Fisheries Legisfation of the Sundarbans
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Bar of
accrual of

forest-rights,

Prociama-
tion by 4,
Forest
Settlemient
Officer.

Inquiry by

Forest
Settlement
Officer,

1927: Act XVI] Forest 9
(Chapter [1.~-Of Reserved Forests

(3) Nothing in this scction shall prevent the ![Provin-
cial Government] from appointing any number of officers
not exceeding three, not morc than one of whom shall
be a person holding any forest-office except as aforesaid,
to perform the duties of a Forest Settlement Officer
under this Act.

5. After the issu: of a notification under section 4,
no right shall be acquired in or over the land comprised
in such notification, except by succession or under & grant
or cobtract in writing made or entered into by or i[on
behall of the Crown] or some person in whom such right
was vested wen the notification was issued; and no fresh
clearings for cultivation or for any other purpose shall be
made in such land except in accordance with such rulesas
may be made by tie 1[Provincial Goveroment] in this
behalf.

6. When a notification hLas been issued under section
the Forest Settlement Officer shall publish in the local
vernacular in every town and village inthe neighbourhood
of the land compriscd therein, a proclamation-~

(a) specifying, as nearly as possible, the situation and
. limits of the proposed forest;

(&) explaining the consequences which, as hereinafter
provided, will ensure on the reservation of such
forest; and

(c) fixing a period of not less than three months from
the date of such proclamation, and requiring every
person claiming any right mentioned in section 4
or section 5 within such period either to present
to the Forest Settlement-Officer a written notice
specifying or to appear before him and state,
the nature of such right and the amount and par-
ticalars of the compensation (if any) claimed in
respect thereof.

7. The Forest Settlement Officer shall take down in
writing all statements made under section 6, and
shall at some convenient place inquire into all
claims duly preferred under that section, and the
existence of any rights mentioned in section 4 or
section 5 and not claimed under section 6 so far
as the same may be ascertainable from the racords
of Government and the evidence of any persons
likely to be acquainted with the same.

-

15ubs. by the A.O. 1937, for“:L.Q."”,
2gubs, ibid, for ‘‘on behalf of Govt™.

Fisherlas Lagistation of the Sundarhans
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Powers of
Forest
Settlement
Officer.

Extinction
of rights.

Treatment
of ¢laims
relating to
practice of
shifting
cultivarion.

10 Forest (1927 Act XVI
(Chapter II.—Of Reserved Forests)

8. For the purpose of such inquiry, the Forest Settle-
ment Officer may exercise the following powers, that is
to sayi—

(a) rower to enter by himself or any officer autho-
rised by him for the purpose, upon any land,
and to survey, demarcate and make a map of the

: same: and

(b) the powers of a Ci-il Court in the trial of suits,

. 9. Rights in respect of which no claim has been pre-
ferred under section 6, and of the existence of whic, no
knowledge has been acquired by inquiry under section7,
shall bz extinguished, unless, before the notification under
section 20 iz published, the verson claiming them satisfies
the Forest Settlement Officer that he had sufficicnt cause
for not preferring such c¢laim within the period fixed under
section 6. ‘

10. (i)} In the case of a claim relating to the practice
of shifting cultivation, the Forest Settlement Officer shall

“record a s:atement cetting forththe particulars of the

claim and of anv local rule or order under which the
practice is allowed or regulated, and submit the statement
to the ![Provincial Government], together with his opinion
as to whether the practice should be permitted or prohibited
wholly or in part

(2) On receipt of the statement and opinion, the
1[Provincinl Government] may make an order permiting or
prohibiting the practicc wholly or in part.

(3) If such practice is permitted wholly or in part,
the Forest Settlement Officer may arrange for its exercise.

(2) by altering the limits of the Iand under settlement
so asto exclude land of sufficient extent, of a
suitable kind and in a locality reasonably convenient
for the parposes of the claimants, or

(b) by causing certain portions of the land under sett-
lement to be scparately demarcated, and giving
permission to the claimants to practice shifting cul-
t'vation therein under such conditions as he may
prescribe.

(#) All arrangements made under sub-section (3) shall
be subject to the previous sanction of the ![Provincial

-Government].

(5) The practice of shifting cultivation shall in all cases
be deemed a privilege subject to control, restriction and
abolition by the ![Provincial Government].

154bs. by the A. O., 1937, for L. G",

Fisheries Logisiation of the Sundarbans
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1927 : Act XVI] Forest 11
(Chapter [[.— Of Reserved Forests)

11, (1) In the case of a claim to a right in or over any
land, other than a right-of-way or right of pasture, or a
right to forest-produce or a water-course, the Forest
Settlement Officer shall piss an order admitting or rejecting
the same in whole or in part.

(2) If such. claim is admitted in whole or in part, the
Forest Settlement Officer shall either—

(i) exclude such land from the limits of the proposed
forest; or

(i) come to an agreenient with the owner thercof for
the surrender of his rights; or

(iif) proceed to aquire such land in the manner
provided by the Land Acquisition Act, 1894,

(3) For the purpose of so ::cquiring such land—

(a) the Forest Settlement Officer shall be desmed to be
a Collector proceeding under the Laod Acquisi-
tion Act, 1894;

(b) the claimunt shall be deemed to be o person
interested and appearing hefore him in pursuance
of a notice given under section 9 of that Act;

(¢) the provisions of the preceding section of that Act
shall be deemed to have been complied with; and

(d) the Collector, with the consent of the claimant, or
the Court, with the consent of both parties,
may award compensation in lnd, or partly in
land and partly in money.

12. In the casc of = claim to rights of pasture or to
fc-rest-pl‘oduc_c, the Forest Settlement Q]’ﬁcer shall pass an
order admitting or rejecting the same in whole or in part.

13. The Forest Seitlement Officer, when passing any
order under section 12, shall record, so far as may be
practicable,— -

(a) the name, father’s name, caste, residence and occu-
pation of the person claiming the rights; and

{b) the designation, position and area of all fields or
groups of fields (if any), and the designation and

position of all buildings (if aay) in respect of

which the exercise of such rights is claimed, .

[ of
1894,

Fisharies Legisiation of the Sundarbans
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Record
where he
admits
claim,

" Exercise of

rights
admitted.

Commuta-
tion of
rights.

12 Forest (1927 § Act XVI

(Chapter I1.— Of Reserved Forests)

14, If the Forest Scttlement-Officer admits in whole or
in part any claim under scction 12, he shall also record
the extent to which the claim is so admitted, secifying the
number and description of the cattle which the claimant
is from time to time entitled to graze in the forest, the
season during which such pasture is permitted, the quan-
tity of timber and other forest-produce which he is from
time to time authorised to take or received, and such other
particulars as the case may require. He shall also record
whether the timber or other forest-produce obtained by
the exercise of the rights claimed may be sold or bertered.

15. (1) After making such record the Forst Scttlement
Officer shall, to the best of his ability, and having due
regard to the maintenance of the reserved forest in respect
of which the claim is made, pass such orders as will
ensure the continued exercise of the rights so admitted.

(2) For the purpose the Forest Settiement Officer may-—-

(a) set out some other forest-tract of sufficient extent,
and in a locality reasonably convenient, for the
purposes of such claimants, and record and
order coferring upon them a right of pasture
or to forest-produce (as the case may be) to the
extent so admitted; or

(6) so alter the limits of the proposed forest as to
exclude forest-land of sufficient extend, and in a
locality reasonably convenient, for the purposes
of the claimants; or

(©) record an order, continuing to such claimants a
right of pasture or tc forest-produce, as the case
may be, to the extent so admitted, at such
seasons, within such portions of the proposed
forest, and under such rules, as may be made in
this behailf by the [Provincial Government].

16. In case the Forest Settlement-Officer finds it impos-
sible, having due regard to the maintenance of the reserved
forest, to make such settlement under section 15 as shall
ensure the continued exercise of the said rights to the
extent so admitted, he shall, sphjer: fo such rules as the
1[Provincial Government] may makeé in this behalf, com-
mute such rights, by the payment to such persons of a
sum of money in licu thereof, or by the grant of land,
or in such other manner as he thinks fit.

1Subs. by the A.O., 1937 for “L. G.".

Fisheries Legisiation of the Sundarbans
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1927 : Act XVI] Forest 13
(Chapter I.—Of Reserved Forests)

Appeal from 17. Any person who has made a claim under this

order passed  Act, or any Forest Officer or other person generally or

L’E’é{?én y1, specially empowered by the ifProvincial Government] in

scction 12,  this behalf, may, within three morths from the date of

section 15, * the order passed on such claim by the Forest Settlement

or section 16. Qfficer under section 11, section 12, section 15 or scction 16,
present an- appeal from such order to such officer of the
Revenu® Department, of rank not lower than thatof a
Coll:ctor, as the 1[Provincial Government] may, by notifi-
cation in the z[official Gazette], appoint to hear appeals
from such orders:

Provided that the t[Provincial Government] may establish
a Court (hereinafter called the Forest Court) composed cf
three persons to be appointed by the 1[Provincial Govern-
ment] apd, when the Forest Court has been so establish-
ed, all such appeals shall be presented to it,

Ag{’iﬁ ‘;’.’,d" 18. (1) Every appeal under section 17 shall be made

se " by petition in writing, and may be delivered to the
Forest Settiement Officer, who shall forward it without
delay to the authority competent to hear the same.

(2) If the appeal be to an officer appointed under
section, 17, it shall be heard in the manner prescribed
for the time being for the hearing of appeals in matters
relating to land-revenue,

(3) If the appeal be to the Forest Court, the Court
shall fix a day and a convenient place in the neibour-
bood of the proposed forest for hearing the appeal
and shall give mnotics thereof to the parties, and shall
hear such appeal accordingly.

(4) The order passed on the appeal by such officer
or Court, or by the majority of the members of such
Court, as the case may be, shall, subject only to revision
by the 1[Provincial Government], be final.

Pleaders. 19. The ![Provincial Government], or any person who
has made a claim under this Act, may appoint any
person to appear, plead and act on its or his behalf before
the Forest Settlement Officcr, or the appellate officer or
Court, in the course of any inquiry or appeal wunder

this Agct,
Notification 20. (1) When the following events have ocCurred,
rrlgrt:la:ins namely:—
resorved. (2) the period fixed under section 6 for preferring

claim bas elapsed, ard all claims if any made
under that section or section 9 have been dis-
posed of by the Forest Settlement Officer;

1Subs. by the A. 0., 1937, for *L. G.". .
3ubs. ibid, for *'local official Gazette".

Fisheries Legisiation of the Sundarbans
12




| JUN

| SRS

—

F

[

r—

- 14 Forest 1 1927 Act XV

Publication
of transla-
tion of such
notification”
in neigh-
bourhood
of {orest.

Power to
revise
arrangement
made under
section 15 or
section 18,

No right ac-
‘qi-ire over
reserve !
forest, except
as here pro-
vided.

Rights not
to be alien-
ated without
sanction.

{(Chapter  IT.—Reserved Lorvst)

{b) if any such claims have bee:r made, the period
limited by section 17 for appezling from the
orders passed on such claims Las elupsed, and
all appeals (if =ny) presented within such
period have been disposed of by the appellate
officer or Court; and

(c) all lands (if any) to be included in the proposed
forest, which the Forest Settlement officer has
“. under section tl, elected to acgeire under
the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, hiuve tecome
vested in the Government under section 16

0. that Act,

the '[Provincial Guvernment} shzll publish @ notification
in the 2[official Garette], specifying definitely, according
to boundary-marks erected or otherwise, limits of the
forest which is to be reserved and declaring the same to
be reserved from a date fixed by the notification,

(2) From the date so fixed such forest skall be
deemed to be a reserved forest.

21, The Forest Officer shall, before the date fixed by
such notification, cause a translation thercof into the
local vernacular to be published in every town and
village in the neighbourhood of the forest.

22. The '[Provincial Government], iray within five
years from the publication of any notification under
soction 20, revise any arrangement made under section
15, or section 18, and may for this purpose rescind or
modify order made under ssction 15 or section 1§ and
direct th:.t any onc of the proceedings specified in section 15
be taken in liew of any other of such proceedings, or
that the rights admitted under section |2 be commuted
under scction 16,

23. No right of any description shall be acquired
in or over a reserved forest except by succession or
under a grant or contact in writing made by or 3[on
behalf of the Crown] or some person in whom such
right was vested when the notification under section
20 was issued. .

24. (1) Nowwithstanding anything contained {n sec-
tion 23 no right contizued uader clause (¢} of sub-section
(2) of section 15 shall be alienated by way of grant,
sale, lease, mortgage or otherwise, without the sanciion
of the '[Provincial Government]:

Provided that, when any such right is appendant to
any land or house, it may besold or otherwise alicnated
with such land or hcuse. :

1Subs. by the A, O., 1937, for “L. G.",
Gubs. ibid, for *‘local official Gazette™.
1subs. ibid, for *'on behalf of the Govt.”.
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_ 1927 : Act XYT] Forest 15

(Chapter 11.—0f Reserved Forests)

(2) No timber or other forest-produce obtained in

exercise of any such right shall be sold or bartered except
to such extent as may have been admitted in the order
recorded under section 14,

Power to

25. The Forest Officer may, with the previous sanction

st0p W3ys  of the 1[Provincial Government] or of any officer duly

and wator-

courses in authorised by it in this behalf, stop any public or private

reserved way or water-course in a reserved forest, provided that a

forests. substitute for the way Or water-course so stopped, which
the 1[Provincial Government] deems to be reasonably
convenient, already exists, or has been provided or cons-
tructed by the Forest Officer in licu thereof.

'Acts prohi-
bited i1t
such foress.

26. (1) Any person who—

(4) makes any fresh clearing prohibited by saction
5, or

(b) sets fire to a reserved forest, or, in contraven-
tion of any rules made by the 1[Provincial
Government] in this behalf, kindles any fire, or
leaves any fire buraing, in such mannet as to
endanger such a forest;

or who, in a reserved forest—

(c) kindies, keeps or carries apy fire except at such
seasons as the Forest-Officer may notify in this

behalf; /
(d) trespasses or pastures cattle, or permits cuaitle to
trespass;

(e) causes any damage by negligence in felling any tree
of cutting or dragging any timber;

() fells, girdles, lops, taps or burns any tree or strips off
the bark or leaves from, or otherwise damages
the same,

(g) quarries stone, burns lime or charcoal, or collects, -

subjects to any manufacturing process, removes
any forest-produce;

(h) clears or breaks up any land for cultivation or
any other purpose;

() in contravention of any rules made in this behalf
by the t[Provincial Government] hunts, shoots,
fishes, poisons water or sets traps of snares; of

(/) in any arca in which the Elephants’ Preservation
Act, 1879, is mot in force, Kkiils or catches
elephants, in contravention of any rules so made.

shall bs punishable with imprisonment for a term which

may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend

1gubs. by the A.O., 1937, for ‘L. G.".

Viof
1879.
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16 Forest [1927: Act XV1

(C"haprcr 11.—0f Roscerved Forests. Chapter 1Hr.—0f
Village-Forests.)

to five hundred rupces, or with both, in addition to such
compensation for damage done to the forest as the con-
victing Court may direct to be paid.,

nib (2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to pro-
ibit—

(a) any act done by permission in writing of the
Forest-Officer, or under any rulc made by the
{[Provincial Government]; or

(b) the exercise of any right continued unde: clause
(¢) of sub-section (2) of section 15, or created
by grant or contract in writing made by or
2lon behalf of the Crown] under section 23.

~ (3) Whenever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negli-
gence in a reserved forest, the ![Provincial Government
may (notwithstanding that aby penalty has been inflicte
under this section) direct that in such forest or any portion
thereof the exercise of all rights of pasture or to forest-
produce shall be suspended for such period as it thinks fit,

§°‘f:r'°‘r° . _ .. 27. (1) The 'Provincial Government} may, *** by

no longee | Motification in the s[official Gazette], direct tbat, from g

resecved. date fixed by such notification, auy forest or any portion
thereof reserved under this Act shall cease to be reserved
forest,

(2) From th: date so fixed, such forest or portion shall
cease to be reserved; but the rights (if any) which have been
extinguished therein shall not revive in consequence of such
cessation. ’

CHAPTER 1II
Of Village-forests.

. 28. (1) The ![Provincial Government] may assign to

Er"":ﬂ‘lg"’“ any village-community the rights of Government to or over

forest, ®  any land which has been constituted a reserved forest, and
may cancel such assignment. All foresis so assigned shalj
be called Villags-forests.

(2) The 1[Provincial Government] may make rules for
regulating the management of village-forests, prescribing
the conditions under which th® community to which any
such zssignment is made may be provided with timber or
other forest-produce or pasture, and their duties for the
protection and improvement of such forest.

(3) All the provisions of this Act relating to reserved
forests shall (so fur as they are not inconsistent with the
rules so made) apply to village-forests.

1gubs, by the A O, 1937, for “L. G.". _

'The words ‘‘subject to the control of the G.G. in c.”
omitted thig. - o-we e S D PN

a3ubs ibid for local't Gazette.
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1937. Act XVI] Forest

(Chapter 1V.—OQf Protected Forests.)
CHAPTER 1V
Of Protected Forests.

29. (1) The ![Provincial Government] may by notifi-
cation in the 2[official Gazette), declare the provisions
of this Chapter applicable to any forest land or waste land
which is not included in a reserved forest, but which is the
property of Government, of over which the Goverament
bas proprietory rights, or to the whole or any part of
the forest produce of which the Government is  ecnfitled

(2) The forest land and waste lands comprised in any
such notification shall be called a “protected forest’”.

(3) No such notification shall be made unless the nature
and extent of the rights of Government and of private
persons in or over tie forest land or waste land comprised
therein have been inquired into and recorded at a2 survey
or settlement, or in such other manner as the 1[Provincial
Government] thinks sufficient. Every such record shall be
presumed to be correct until the contrary is proved:

Provided that if, in the case of any forest-land or
waste-land, the t[Provincial Government] thinks that such
inquiry and record ars necessary, but that they will
occupy such length of time as in the meantime to endanger
the rights of Goverament, the I{Provincial Government
may, pending such inquiry and record, declare such lan
to be a protected forest, but so as not to abridge or
affect any existing rights of individuals or communjties.

30. The [Provincial Government] may, by notification
in the 2[official Gazette],—

(a) declare any trees or class of trees in a protected
farest to be reserved from a date fixed by the
notification;

| of such forest specified jn
the notification shall bs closed for such term, not
exceeding thirty years, as the 1[Provincial private,
ment] thinks fit, and that the rights of G vern-
persons, if any, over such portion shall be suspond-
ed during such term, provided that the remain-
der of such forest be sufficient, and in a locality
reasonably convenient, forthe dusexercise of tho
rights suspended in the portion so closed; or

(b) declare that any portion

t Sobs. by: the A O., 1937, for“ L. G™.
i'Subs, ibid, for*‘local gfficial GaZette”.
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18 Forest [1927: Act Xv1

(Chapter IV.—Of Protected Forests)

() prokibit, from a date fixed as aforesaid, the quarry-
ing of stone, or the burping of lime or char-
coal, or the collection or subjection to any manu-
facturing process, or removal of any forest
produce in any such forest, and the breaking up
or clearing for cultivation, for building for
herding cattle or for any otber purpose, of any
land in any such forest.

31. The Collector shall cause a translation into the
local vernacular of every notification issued under section 30
to be affived in a conspicuous place in every towa
and village in the neighbouriood of the forest comprised
in the notification.

32. The ![Provincial Government] may make rules to
regulate the following matters, namely : —

(a) the cutting, sawing, conversion and removal of
trec and timber, and the collection, manufacturc
and removal of forest-produce, from protected
forests;

(b) the granting of licences to the inhabitants of
towns and villages in the vicinity of protected
forests to take trees, timber or other forest
produce for their own use, aad the production and
return of such licences by such persons;

(®) the granting of licences to persons felling or re-
movVing trees or timber or other furest-produce
from such forests for the purposes of trade, and
the production and return of such licences
by such persons;

(d) the payments, if any, to bse made by the per-
sons mentioned in clauses (b) and (c) for permis-
sion to cutsuch trees, orto collect and remove
such timber or other forest-produce;

(o) the other payments, if any, to be made by them
in respect of such trees, timber and produce, and
the place where such payment shall be made;

() the examination of forest-produce passing out of
such forests;

(8) the olearing and breaking up of land for cultjva-
tion or other purposesin such forests;

(h) ths protecﬁon from fire of timber lying in such
forests and of trees reserved undqr scction 30;

1 8ubs. by the A. O., 1937, foy “L.G.". -

Fisherles Legislation of the Sundarbans
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1927 Act XV1] Forest 19
(Chapter IV— Of Protected Forosts)

(i) the cutting of grass and pasturing of cattle in such
forests;

(i) huanting, shooting fishing, poisoning water ang setting

.7 traps or sDares in such fores's and the killing or
catching of clephants in such forest in arcas in which
the Elephants Preservation Act, 1879, is not in force; Yslvgf

(k) the protection and management of any portionof a
forest closed upder scction 30; and

(1) the exercise of rigats referred to in seclion 29.

Penalties - 33. (1) Any person who commits any of the following
for acls in offences, namely:—

cogtraven- .

tioo of nott- (a) fells girdles, fops, taps or buins any tree reserved
fication under section 30, or strips off the bark or leaves
ubder sec- : .
tion 37 ot or from, otherwise damages, any such tree;
3,r,d:fle:cc_ (b) contrary to any prohibition under section 30, quarries
tion 32. any stone, or burns any lime or ¢i.arcoal, or collects,

subjects to any mapufacturizg process, or removes
any forest produce;

(c) contrary to any prohibition under section 30, breaks
up or clears for cultivation or ony other purpose
acy land in any protected fores:s:

(d) sets fire to such forest, or kindles a fire without
taking all reasonable precautions to prevent its
spreading to any ireec reserved under section 30,
whether standing, fallen or felled, or to any closed
portion of such forest;

(¢) leaves burning any fire kindled by him in the vicinity
of any such tree or closed portion;

(f) fells any tree or drags any timber s0 as to damage
any tree reserved as afforesaid;

(8) permits cattle to damage any such tree;

(h) infringes any rule made under seclion 32;
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which.
may exiend to six months, or with fine which may extend
to five hundred rupees, or with both.

(2) Whenever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negligence
in a protected forests the ![Provincial Government)
may, notwithstandipg that any penalty has been
inflicted under thjs section, direct that in such
forest or any portion thercof the exercise of any
right of paswure or to forest produce shallbe sus-
pended for such poriod as it thinks fit..

1 Subs, by the A. O., 1937, for L. G.”

Fisherles Legisiation of the Sundarbans
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~ 20 Forest [1927: Act XVI

(Chapter IV.—~Of Protected Forests, Chapitr V.—Of the
control over Forests and Lands not being the memy of

. Gavernmont, Chapter V1.—Of the Duty on timber and
oth:r forest produce).

34, Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to pro-
hibit any act donc with the permission in writting of
the Forest  Officer, or in accordance with rules made under
section 32, or except as regard any portion of a forest
closed under section 30, or, as regards any rights the
exerciso of which has been suspended under scction 33
in the exorcise of any right recorded under section 29,

CHAPTER V

Of the Control over Forest and Lanls not being the Property
of Government,

35. Repealed *
36. Repealed.*
37. Repeal:d.*
38. Repeal:d *

CHAPTER VI
Of the Duty on timber and other Forest-produce

39. (1) The :[Central Government] may levy a duty in
such manner, at such places and at such rates as it
may declare by notification in the 2[official Gazette] on
all tim»er or other forest-produce—

(2) which is produced in 3[Provinces and the capital
of the Federation], and in respect of which 4[the
Crown) Las any right;

(b) which is brought from apy place outside *[the
Provinces and the Cpital of tpe Federation):

* £ - *
~—

*Ronoalod vide section 63 of the East Pakistan Privale Forest
Ordinance, 19359.

1Subs. by the A.O., 1937, for “L G.".
-2 gubs. 1bid, for, “‘local official Gazette™.

>§ube. by the A, O., 1949, for, British India™.
+Subs by the A, Q., 1937 for “the Govt”.

* proviéb omitted, 1o,

Fisheries Legislation of the Sundarbans
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1927 : Act XVI] Forest 21

(Chapter VI.—Of the Duty on Timber and other Forcst
preduce. Chapter  VIL—Of the Control of Timber and
other Farest-produce in Transit))

(2) In every casein which such duty is directed fo be
levied ad valorem, the 1[Central Government] may fix by

like notification the value on which such duty shall be
assessed,

(3) All duties on timber or other forest-produce which,
at the time when this Act comes into force in any terri-
tory, are levied therein under the authority of the ![Pro-
vincial Government], shall be deemed to be and to have

been duly levied under the provisions of this Act.

2[(4) Notwithstanding anything in this section, the Pro-
vincial Government may, until provision to the contrary
is made by the Central Legislature, continue to lcvy any
duty which it was lawfully levying before the commence-
ment 3 of Part 1II of the Government of India Act, 1935,
under this section as then in force :

Provided that nothing in this sub-section authorises the
levy of any duty which as between timber or other forest-
produce of the Province and similar produce of the locality
ocutside the Province, discriminates in favour of the former
or which, in the case oftimber or other forest-produce of
localities outside the Province, discriminates between timber
or other forest-produce of one locality and similar timber

or other forest-produce of another locality.]

40. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to limit
the amount, if any, chargeable as purchase-money or
royalty on any timber or other forest-produce. although
the same is levied op such timber or produce while in
transit, in the same m~oner as duty is levied,

CHAPTER VII
Of the Control of Timber and otber Forest-produce in
Transit,

41. (1) The control of all rivers and their banks as
regards the floating of timber, as well as the control of all
timber and other forest-produce in transit by land or water,
is vested in the /[Provincial Government]; and it may mako
rules 4 to regulate the transit of all timber and other forest-
produce.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality

of the foregoing power such rules may--

(2) prescribe the routes by which alone timber or other
forest-produce may be importcd, exported or
moved into, from or within 5[the Province];

1 subs, by the A.Q,, 1937, for “L.G.".

2 gub-section (4) ins. ibid cf. ss. 143 (2) and 297 (1) (b} of the
Government of India Act, 1935,

3 1.e., the 1st April, 1937,

«Por the Sylhet Forest Transit Rules, 1951 sec “Daccr Gazette”,
1951, Pt. 1., pages 1237—1243,

5 Subs. by the A.O., 1937, for *“‘British India”,

26 Geo.
5.

c. 2.
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Forest [1927: Act XVI

' :
(Chapter V;!./—-Of the Control of Timber and other Forest

Produce in Transit))

(bjéhibit the import or export or moving of such
timber or other produce without a pass from an

officer duly authorised to issue the same, or
otherwise than in accordance with the condidons
of 3uch pass; <pz

(c) provided for the issue, production and return of
such passes and for the payment of fees there-
for ;

(d) provide for the stoppage, reporting, e¢xamination
and marking of timber or other forest-produce
in transit, in respect of which there is reason to
believe that any money is payable to 1fthe
Crown] on account of the price thereof, oron
account of any duty, fee, royalty or charge due
thereon, or, to which it is desirable for the purposes.
of this Act to affix a mark;

(¢) provide for the establishment and regulation of
depots to whtch such timber or other produce
shall be taken by those in charge of it for
examination, or for the payment of such money,
or in order that such marks may be affixed
to it; and the corditions under which such
timber or other produce shall be brought-to,
stored at and removed from such depots;

(/) prohibit the closing up or obstructing of the channel
or banks of ony river used for the traagsit
of timber or other forest-produce, and the
throwing of grass, brushwood, branches or leaves
into any such river or any act which may cause
such river to be closed or obstructed;

(g) provide for the prevention or removal of any
obstruction of the chaooel or banks of any
such river, and for recovering the cost of such
preyention or removal from the person whose
acts or negligence necossitated the same;

(k) prohibit absolutely or subject to conditions, within
specified local limits, the establishment of saw-
pits, the converting, cutting, burniag, conceal-
ing or making of timber, the altering or effacing
of any marks on the same, or the possession
or carying of, marking hammers or othet imple-
ments used for marking timber;

(i) regulate the use of p'toperty:marks for timber, and

the registration of such; marks; prescribe the

. 4

18ubs. by tbe A.O., 1937, for “Gowvt.”

Fisheries Leglslation of the Sundarbans
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1927 Act XVI] Forest 23

(Chapter VII.—Of the Control of Timber and other Forust-
produce In Transit)

time for which such registration shall hold good;
limit the number of such marks that may be rogis-
tered by any one person, and provide for the lovy
of fees for such registration.

(3) The i[Provincial Government] may direct that any
rule made-under this section shall not apply to aoy
specified class of timber or other forest-produce or to
any specified local area.

(3) [41A. Notwithstanding anything in seetion 41, the
Central Government may make rules to prescribe the
route by which alone timber or other forest-produce
may be imported, exported or moved into or from
3[the Provinces and the Capital of the Federation] across
any customs frontier as defined by the Central Govern-
ment, and any rules made underi soction 41 shall have
offect subject #6 the rules made udder this sectlon.]

4 he ![Provincial Government] may by such rules’
prescribe as panalties for the contraventiofi t eof impri-
son I;lt for a ter b may extend to six mont s.uc;r

e which may extend t .

e which Y o e rup%_p.-;ho

Such rules may provide that penalties which are
doubie of those mentioned in sub-section (/) be inflicted
in cases where the offence is committed after sunset

and before sunrise, or after preparation for resistance to
tawful authoriry, or where the offeader has been previously

. convicted of a like offence.

Crown

&and Forest-
officers not
liable for
damage to
forest-Pro-
duce at
depot.

Al] persons
bound to
ald in case
of accident
at depot.

43. The 5[Crowa) shall not be responsible for any
loss or damage which may ocour in respect of any timber
or other forest-produce while at a depot estoblished under
a rule made under section 41, or while detained elsewhere,
for the purposes of this Act; and no Forest-officer shall
be responsible for any such loss or dimage, unless he
causes such loss or damage negligently, maliciously or
fraudulently.

44. In case of any accident or emergency involving
danger to any property at any such depot, every person
employed at such depot, whether by the 5[Crown] orby
any private person, shall render assistance to any Forest-
officer or Police-officer demanding his aid in averting such

danger or securing such property from damage or loss.
1 Subs. fbid., for ‘L. Q.. . '
2 gection 41A ins,, (b'd.
s Subs. by the A. O., 1949, for “British India™. -

4 for the §ylhet Forest Transit Rules, 1951, see “Dacca Gazetto”
1951, pt. I, pages 1237-1243. o

s Qubs. by the A. O., 1937, for “Govt.”.
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‘24 + Forest [1927: Act XVI

(Chaptsr VIII.—Of the Collectlon of Drift  and
Stranded Timber)

CHAPTER VIII
Of the Collection of Drift and Stranded Timber.

Certain 45. () All timber found adrift, beached, stranded or
kinds of  'sunk; alt wood or timber bearing marks which have not
timber to  been registered in accordance with the rules made under
be deemed  gection 41, or on which the marks have been oblitera-

3?°8%’5§r9. ted, altored or defaced by fire or otherwise; and

. ment until

title thereto in such areas as tho ![Provincial Government] directs,

proved, all unmarked wood and timber;
and may bo
coliected  "shall bo deemed to be the property of Government,

accordingly. gnless and until any person cstablished his rightand
title thereto, as provided in !Lis Chapter.

(2) Such timber may be collected by anp Forest-officer
or other person eatitied to collect the same by virtue of
any rule made under section 51, and may be brought to

any depot which the Forest-officer may notify as a depot
for the recoption of drift timber.

(3) The ! [Provincial Government] may, by notification
in the Zofficial Gazetto] exempt any class of timber from
the provisions of this section.

46. Public notice shal}, from time to time, be given by

Notico to  the Forest-officer of timber collected uuder section 45.
Chainmeats of Such notice shall contain a description of the timber, and
drift timber. ghail require any person claiming the same to present to
-such officer, within a period not less than two months from

the date of such notice, a written statement of such laim.

seed _47. () When any such statement is presented as afore-
E{.im pu,?.m said, tho Forest-officer may, after making such inquiry
ferred to  as he thinks fit, either reject the claim after recording his
such timber. reasous for 5o doing. or deliver the timber to the clajmant.

(2) If such timber is claimed by more than one person.
the Forest-officer may either deliver the same to any of
such persons whom he deems entitled thereto, or may
refor tho claimants to the -Civil Courts, and retain the
timber pending the receipt of an - -order ' from any such
Court for its diposal. ' :

(3) Aay person whose claim f_las been rojected under
this section may, within three months ‘from the date of

T Tsube. by the A. 0., 1937, for “L.G.”
*Subs. Mld, for ‘‘Local Official ;Gazette”. -
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19273 Act XV1) Forest 23
(Chapter VIII.—Of e Callection of Drift and Stranded
Timber),

such rejection, institute a suit to recover possession of the
timber claimed by him; but no person shall recover any
compensation or costs against the i{Crown], or against
any Forest-officer, on account of such rejection, or the
detention or removal of any timber, or the delivery there-
of to any other persot under this section.

(4) No such timber shall be subject to process of any
Civil, Criminal or Revenue Court until it has been deli-
vered, or a suit has been brought, as provided in this

section. _
Disposal of 48. If no such statement is presonted as aforesaid, or
soclaimed  if the claimant omits to prefer his claim in the mapner
timber. and within the period fixed by the notice . issued under

section 46, or on such claim having been so preferred by
bim and having been rejected, omits to institute a suit to
recover posession of such timber within the further petiod
fixed by section 47, the ownership of such timber shall vest
in-the Government, or, when such timber has been deli-
vered to another person under section 47, in such other
person free from all encurubrances not created by him.

Crown and - 49. The [Crown] shall not be responsible for any loss
its oficers  or damage which may occur in respect of any timber ool-
got c’g“?g lected under section 45, and no Forest-officer shall be
to Such. 5  responsible for any such loss or damage. unless he cause

timber, such loss or damage negligently, maliciously or fraudulently.

Payments to 50. No person shall be entitled to recover possession
:Ieaim:gf by -of ary timber collected or delivercd as aforesaid until he
before tim-  Das paid to the Forest-officer or other person entitled to
ber is deliver- receive it such sum on accouut thereof as may be duc

ed to him. under any rule made under section 5I.

Power to 51. (1) The 3[Provincial Gowrnmem].may make rule
makerules  regulate the following matters, namely:— '

ctive penal- )

thes. (a) the salving, collection and disposal of alltim-

her mentioned in section 45;

(b) the use and registration of boats used in salving
and collecting timber;

(¢) the amounts to be paid for salving, collecting
moving, storing or disposing of such timber; and

(d) the use and registration of ha.mmcfs and otffer
instruments to be used for marking such timbet.

1 Subs, by the'A. O., 1937, for “'Govt."
2 Subs .ibid, for ‘L. G.".
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26 Foregt [1927_: Act XV1

(Chapter VIII.—Of the Collection of Drift and Stranded
Timber. Chapter 1X—Penaltics “and Procedurc.)

. (2) The 1[Provincial Government) may presoribe, as
penalties for the contravention of any rules made under
this section, imprisonment for a term which may extend to
six menths, or fine which may cxtend to five hundred
rupees, or both.

CHAPTER Ix
; Penalties and Procedure
Soizare of 282 (1) When thers is reason to believe that a forest-
property offeuce has been committed in respect of any forest-
lable to producs, such produce, together with all tools, boats,

confiscation. | 3[Vehicles] or cattle used in committing any such offenco,
ay be seized by any Forest-offirer or Police-officer.

" '{2) Every officer scizing any prop:rty under this
section shall place on such property a mark indicating that
the same has been so seized, and shall, as soon as may be,
make a report of such scizure to the Magistrate having
jurisdiction to try the offence on account of which the
scizure has been made:

Provided that, when tha forest-produce with respect to
which such offence is belioved to have been committed is
the property of Government, and the offonder is unknown,
it shall be sufficient if the officer makes, as soon as may
be, a report of the circumstances to his official superior.

Power to 253, Auny Forest-officer of rank not inferior to that of
release pro- 2 Ranger who, or whose subordinate, has seize any tools,
porty selzed  poats, 3[Vehicles) or cattle under section 52, may release
"tui’;f;;“' the same on the execution by the owner thereof of a bond
e for the production of the property so released, if and
‘when so required, before the Magistrate having jurisdic-
tion to try the offence om account of which the seizure

has beun made.

Procedute |\ 54. Upon the receipt of any such report, the Magis-
thercupon. | trate shall, with all convenient dispatch, take such mea.
sures as may be necessary for the arrest and tria] of the
offender and the disposal of the Propetty according to law.

Forest pros 355, (1) Alltimber or forest-p oduce which is ‘not
dgcos tools, | the Property of Government and/in respect of which a
ote.’ when | forest-offenco has been committed| and all tools, boats,
Hable to |s[Vehicles]) and cattle used in com itting any forest-offence,

confiscation |shall be liable to confiscation.

© {2) Such confiscation may be in addition
other punishment presciibed for such offence,

1 Subs. by the A.O., 1937 for “*I,.G.".

? This section has been amended in the Punjab by the Indian forest
(Wesf Runjab Amendmens) Act, 1948 (4 of 1948), §. 2. =~

* Subs, by B.P.O. No« LXXVIE of 1959 for *“carts"

I
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ct XvI) Forest .27

(Chapter I1X. —Penalties and Procedure)

£6. When the trial of any forest-officnce is concluded
any forest-produce in respect of which such offence has
been committed shall, if it is the property of Govern-
ment or has been confiscated, be taken charge of by a

“Forest-officer, and, in any other case, may be disposed of

in such o manner as the Court may direct.

£7. When the offender is not known or cannot be
found, the Magistrate may, if he finds that an offenco
has been committed, order the property in respect of
which the offence has been committed to be confiscated
and taken charge of by the Forest-officer, or to be made

ovar to the person whom the Magistrate decms to be

entitled to the same:

Provided that no such order shall be made until the
expiration of onme month from the date of seizing such
property or without hearing the person, if any claiming
any right thereto, and the evidence, if any, which he
may produce is support of his claim.

>
Procedure as %8, The Magistrate ‘may Dotwithstanding apything herein-

to perishable
property

soized under
sectlon 52.

Appeal from
ordersunder
section 55,
sectiott 56,

or section 57.

Property
whan to vest
in Govern-
ment,

Saving of
Power to
Telease
Property
sezed.

beforo contained, direct the sale of any property seized
under section 52 and subject to speedy and natural
decay and may deal with the proceeds as be would have

. dealt with such property if it had oot been sold.

£9. The officer who made the seizur¢ under section 52
or any of his official superiors, or any person claiming
to be interested in the property so seized, may, within
one month from the date of any order passed uuder
section S5, section 56 or section 57, appeal therefrom
to the Court to which orders made by such Magistrate
are ordinarily appealable, and the order passed on such
appeal shall be final.

60. When an order for the confiscation of any pro~
perty has been passed under section 55of section 57, as
the case may be, and the period lmited by secction $§9
for an appeal from such order has elapsed, and no such
appeal has been preferred or when on Such an appeal
being preferred, the Appellate Court confirms such order
in respect of the whole or a portion of such pro-
perty, such property or such portion thereof, as the case
may be, shall vest in the Government free from all
inoumbrances.

61. Nothing hereinbefore contained shall be deemed
to prevent any officer empowered in this behalf by the
!{Provincial Government] from directing at any time the
immediate release of any property seized under section 52. -

i —

‘1 Sgbs. by the AJO. 137 10. “L.Q.".
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Forest [1927: Act XVI
(Chapter  1X .—~Penaltics and Procedure)

Punishment 62. Any Forest-officer or Police-officor who vexatiously
for wrongful and unnecessarily soizes any property on pretonce of seizing
selzuts. propoerty liable to confiscation under this Act shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
. extend to six months, or with fine which may extend

to five hundred rupeos, or with both.

Penalty for  63. Whoever, with intent to cause damage or injury XLV of
countorfolt-_ ‘{5 the public or to any person, of to Cause wrongful 1960.
ing or defac g5, 55 defined in the Pakistan Penal Code—

ing marks on

trees and . .

timber and (@) knowingly counterfeits upon any timber or stand-
for altering ing tree a mark used by Forest-officers to indi-
bougdly cate that such timber or tree is the property of
marks. the Government or of some personm, or thatit

may lawfully be cut or removed by some
person; or

() alters, defaces or obliterates any such mark
placed ona tree or on timber by or under the
authority of a Forest-officer; or

(c) alters, moves, destroys or defaces any boundary-
mark of any forest or waste-land to which the
provisions of this act are applied,

shall b puuishable with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.

Power to 64. (1) Any Forest-officer or Police-officer may with-
arcest  with] out orders from a Magistrate and without a warrant,
out watraat! arrest apy person against whom a reasonable suspicion
) t exists of his having been concerned in any forest-offence

\ puniishable with imprisonment for one month or upwards.

(2) Every officer making an arrest under this section
shall, without unnecessary delay and subject to the provi-
sions of this Act as to release on bond, take or send the
person arrested beforo the Magistrate having jurisdiction
in the case, or to the officer in-charge of the nearest
Police-station ' . .

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to autho-
rise such arrost for any act which is an offence under
Chapter IV unless such act has been prohibited under
clause (¢) of section 30.

68. Any Forest-officer of a rank not inferior to t‘hdt of
fﬁa’fé tgn s a Ranger, who, or, whose subordinate, has arrested any
bond a person under the provisions of section 64, may releass

person such person on his exccuting abond to appear, if -“3

arrested.  Lpon 'so required, before the Magistrate having jurisdictio
in he case, or bofore the officer in-charge of the neirgst
-pelico-station. ,
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1917 Act XVI) Forest 29
(Chapter 1X .~Penaltios and Procedurs.)

power 10 66. Every Forest-officer and Police-officer shall provont,
prevent snd may interfere for the purpose of preventing, the
eccomislons  commission of any forest-offenco.
of offence.
Power (o (1 67. The District Magistrats or any Magistrate of the
offences ' first class specially empowered in this behalf by the

summatlly | 1rprovincial Goveroment] may try summarily, under the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1598, any forest-offence y of
punishable with imprisonment for a term not cxceeding 1898.
six months, or fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or

both,
power to 68. (1) The ![Provincial Government] may, by notifi-
compound  catjon in the 2[official Gazette], empower a Forest officer—
offences. ———

(a) to accept from any person against whom a rea-
sonable suspicion exists that he has committed
any forest-offence, other than an offence specified
in section 62 or section 63,72 Sum of mdney by
way of compeasation for the offence which such
person is suspected to have committed, and

(b) when any property has been seized as liable to
confiscation, to release the same on payment of
the value thercof as estimated by such officer.

(2) On the payment of such sum of money, or such
value, or both, as the case may be, to such officer, the
suspected person, if in custody, shall be discharged, -the
property, if any seized shall be released, and on no further -
proceeding shall be taken against such person or property.

(3) A Forest-officer shall not be empowered under this
section unless he is a Forest-officer of a rank pot inferior
to that of a Ranger and i3 in receipt of a monthly salary
amounting to at least ocne hundred rupeos, and the sum of
money accepted as compensation under clause (a) of sub-
section (1} shall In no cass exceed the sum of fifty
rupees, : .

{’I:f:m?lﬂiotn 69, When in any proceedings takon under this Act’or

produc;m " | in consequence of anything done under this Act, a Question

belongs to | rises. as to whether any forest-produce js ths property

Goverament.| ‘of the Government, [such produce shall be presumed to
bg‘ tl:ﬁfpropcrty_ of the Government] -until the contraryis
proved. T s ’ K ‘ .

™ ) e

" Vilsubs. by ‘the A.0,7.1937, far LG
* Subs. ibid, for” "LocAkCptiN Guzstic”.
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30 - - Forest [1927¢ Act XV1
(Chapter X,~~Cattle-trespass. Chapter X1,—Of Forest-
officers).

o CHAPTER X

Cattle-trespass
Cattle- 70. Cattle trespassing in a reserved forest or in any
trespass Act, portion of -a protected forest which has been lawfully
:3711- to closed to grazing shall be deemed to be cattle doing
PPY- damage to a public plantation within the meaning of sec-

tion 11 of the Cattle-trespass Act, 1871, ard may be seized
ag;i impounded as such by any Forest-officer or Police-
officer.

Power to 71. The 1[Provincial Government] may, by notifica-
alter fines  tion in the 2[official Gazette], direct that, in lieu of the
fixed under  fines fixed under section 12 of the Cattle-tr2spass Act, 1871,

that Act. there shall be levied for each head of cattle imnounded
under section 70 of this Act such fines as it thinks fit,
but not exceeding, that is to say:—
For each elephant .. .. tenr rupees.
For ¢ach buffalo or camel .. two rupeses.
For each horse, mare gelding, Pony, colt,
filly, mule, bull, bullock, cow, or heifer one rupee
For e¢ach calf, ass, pig, ram, ewe, sheep,
lamb, Boat or kid . - cight annas.
CHAPTER XI
Of Porest-officers
Provincial 72. (1) The ![Provincial Government] may invest any

Government  Lorest-officer with all or any of the following powers, that
may invest

Forest- is to say:—
gﬁfgﬂwuh (a) power to enter upon any land and to survey,
powers. demarcate and make a map of the same;

(b) the powers of a Civil Court to compel the attend-
ance of witnesses and the production of docu-
ments and material object;

(¢) power to issue a search-warrant under the Code
Criminal Procedure, 1898; and

power to hold an inquiry into forest-offence, and
in the rcourse of such inquiry, to reczive and
record evidence.

2) Any evidence recorded under clause (d) of sub-
section (/) shall be adm’ssible in any subsequent trial
before a Magistrate, provided that it has been taken in
the presence of the accused personm. *

1 Suybs. by the A.O,, 1937 for “L.Q.". -
* Subs. ibid, for *“Local Omclal Qazotte.”.

I ol
1871.

I of
1871,

V of
1893.
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1927: Act XVI) Forest 3l

(Chapter X1.—0f Forust-o.ysz’chr.;. Chapter XII.—Subsidiary
ules

Forest-offi- | 73. All Forest-officers shall be deemed to be public XLV of
urgl_decm_ed\ servants within the meaning of the Pakistan Penal Code. !860.
ublic

ferv;nt:.

" Indemnity % 74. No suit shall lie against any public servant for

{or acts dgn anything dond by him in good faith under this Act.
a  go0o . oL . : : :
faith. o -
Forest- 75, Except with the permission in writing of the
oficers Dot 1[Provincial Government], no Forest-officer shall, as pcin-
to trade. cipal or agent, trade in timber or other forest-produce,
or be or become interested in any lease of any forest or
in any contract for working any forest, whether in or
outside 2 [the Provinces and the Capital of the Federation].
CHAPTER XII
Subsidiary Rules 3
Additional 76. The i[Provincial Government] may make rules—
po»;crs lto '
fake rules. (@) to prescribo and limit the powers and duties of
any Forest-officer under this Act;

(b) to regulate the rewards to be paid to officers
and informers out of the proceeds of fines and
confiscationn under this Act;

(¢) for the preservation, reproduction and disposal
of trees and timber belonging to Govcrament,
but grown on lands belonging to or in the occu-
pation of private persons; and

(d) generally, to carry out the provisions of this Act,

genaltiel for 77. Any person contravening any rule under this Act,
‘ﬁe‘:h of  for the contravention of which no special Penalty is pro-
. vided, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to one month, or fiae which may extend

-to five hundred rupees, or both.
Rules when 78. All rules made by the ![Provincial Government]

:,"r {?xf been ynder this Act shall be published in the 2[official Gazette],
: .and shall thercuvon, so far as they are consistent with
this Act, have effect as if enacted therein,

/1 Subs. by thé A. O., 1937, for “L. G."
2'Gubs, by the A. O., 1949 for *‘British Ilndia™
3 Ror the Sylhet Forest Transit Rules, 1955,
Ses "Dacca Gazette”, 1951, Pt. 1. pages 12371243,
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132 Forest

[1927: ActXVI

{Chapter XI[I.— Miscellancous).
CHAPTER XTI
Miscellaneous,

79. (i) Every person who exercises any right in a
reserved or protected forest, or wio is permitted to take
any forest-produce from, or to cut and remove timber
or to pasture cattle in, such forest, and every person who
is employed by any such person in such forest, and

every person in any village contiguous to such forest
who is employed by the :[Crown], or who receives emolu-
ments from the ![Crown] for services to be performed to
the community,

shall be bound to furnish without unnecessary delay
to the nearest Forest-officer or Police-officer any infor-
mation he may possess respecting the commission of, or
intention to commit, any forest-offence, and shall forth-
with take steps whether so required by any Forest-officer
or Police-officer or not,~—

{a) to extinguish any forest fire in such forest of
which he has knowledge or information;

() to prevent by any lawful means in his power
any fire in the vicinity of such forest of
which he has koowledge or information
from spreading to such forest,

and shall assist any Forest-officer or Police-officer demand-
ing his aid—

(c) in preveanting the commission in such forest of
any forest-offence; and

{d) when there is reason to believe that any such
offence has been committed in such forest,
in discovering and arresting the offender.

(2) Any person who, being bound so to do, without

" lawful excuse (the burden of proving which shall lie
upon such person) fails—

(a) to furnish without unnecessary delay to- the
nearst  Forest-officer or Police-officer any
information required by sub-section (1);

(b) to take steps as required by sub-section (1)
" to extinguish any forest fire ‘in a reserved
or protected forest; ' e

L R

1Subs. bl -for” **Govt”,
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'1937: Act XVT] Forest 33

(Chapter XIII.—Miscellaneous)

(c) to prev-ny, as required by sub-section (1), any
fire in the vicinity of such forest from spread-
ing to such forest; or

(d) to assist any Forest-officer or Police-officer de-
manding his aid in preventing the commission
in such forest of any forest-offence, or when
there is reason to believe thzt any such offence
hds been committed in such forest, in discover-
ing and arresting the offecder;

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
may exterd to one month, or with fine which may
exten to two huudred rupees, or with both.

Management 80, (1) If the Government and any person be
of fore:ts  jointly interested in any forest or waste-lard, or in
the joint  the whole or any part of the produce thereof, the

t 10%e .
E':v%’rgémﬂf 1[Provincial Government] may either--
;eng; nt:wf (a) undertake the management of such forest, waste-land

or produce, accounting to such persons for
his interest in the same; or

(b) issue such regulations for the management
of the forest, waste-land or produce by the
person so jointly interested as it deems neces-
sary for the management thereof, and the
interests of all parties therein.

(?) When the i[Provincial Governmert] undertakes
under clause (a) of sub.section (/) the maragement of
any forest, waste-land or produce, it may, by notifica-
tion in the 2[official Gazette], declare that any eof
the provisions contained in Chapters II and IV shall
apyly to such forest, waste-lara or produce, and there-
upon such provisions shall apply accordingly.

l'ailrure to 81. If any person be entitled to a share in the
e .~ produce of any forest which is the property of Govera-
which a ment or over which the Government has proprietary
sharo in  Tights or to any part of the forest-produce of which
E’_:Oduu of the Governmeat is entitled, ujpon the condition of duly
foserament performing any service connected with such for@st such
enjoved. share shall be liable to confiscation in the event of the
fact being established to the satisfection of the ![Provin.
~cial Government] that such service is no longer so per-
formed:

Provided that no such share shall be confiscated
until the person entitled thereto, and the evidence, if
any, which he may produce in proof of the due perfor-
manoce of .such service, have been heard by an officer
duly appointed in that- behalf by the !{Provincial
Government]. o

1 Sabs, by the A 0.,1937, for L. G™,
z Subs. ibid, for **local pfficial Gazette™..
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34 Forest [1927: Act XVI
(Chapter XiII.—Miscellaneous.)

Recovon.ror . 82, All money payable to the Goverament uader

money’ dus | this Act, or under any rale made under this Act, or

to Govern- { on account of the price of any forest-produce, or of

mant, expenses incurred in the execution of this Act in respect
of such produce, may if not paid when due be reco-

. vered under the law for the time being in force as
if it were an arrear of land-revonue.

Lien on 83. (1) When any such money is payable for or

forest-pro- . in respzct of any forest-produce, the 2amount thereof

duce for shall be deemed to be a first charge on such produce

suchmoney. and such produce may be taken possession of by a
* Forest-officer until such amount has been paid.

]

j (2) If such amount is not paid when due, the Forest-
officer may sell such produce by public auction, and
the proceeds of the sale shall be applied first in dis-
charging such amount,

(3) The surplus, if any, if not claimed within two
months from the date of the sale by the person entitled
thereto shull be forfeited to His Mapesty.

Land requir- 84. Whenever it appears to the t[Provincial Govern-
ed upder th's ment] that any and is required for any of the pur-
Qo ¥ be poses of this Act, such land shall b: deemed to be
b,;c;g:ded}zi_ needed for a public purpose within the meading of
a public pyr. Section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894.

pose under
the Land
Acquis tion
Act, 1894, . . _ .
i 85. When any person, in accordance with any provi-
Recovery of : sion of this Act, or in compliance with any rule mado
gfl‘;"'l':;?er " thereunder, binds himelf by any bond or isstrument
bond, © to perform any duty or act, or covecnants by ary bond
- or instrument that he, or that he and his servants
and agents will abstain from any act, the whole sum
mentioned in such bond or instrument as the amount
i to be paid in case of a breach of the conditions there-
! of may, notwithstanding anything in section 74 of the
t Contract Act, 1872, be recovered from him in case of
such breach as if it were an arrear of land-revenue,

!
i
]
i

Saving for 2[85A. As from the commencement® of Part 1II of the
rights of Government of India Act, 1935, nothing in this Act
Central shall authorise any Provincial Government to make any

Government. grder or do any Other thing in relation to any Crown
property not vested in His Majesty for tho purposes
.of that Province or otherwise to prejudice any Crown
rights without the consent of the Government of
authority concerned.}

Repeals. 86. Thoe enactments mentioned in the Schedule are
hereby repealed to the extent gpecified in the fourth
column thereof. c .
1 gubs. by the A. O, 1937, for “L. G.".,

34, 85-A ins., ibid.
2 1.e the st April, 1937.

I of
1894,

IX of
1872.

26 Geo.
5.6 2.
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1927 : Act XVT]

35

Forast
THE S_CHEDULB
(See section 86)
Enactments Repealed.
Yaar. No. Short title. Extent of repeal.
1 2 3 4
1878 vir | The Indiao Forest Act, { So mvch as has not al-
1878. ready been repealed.
18%0 Vv | The Forest Act, 1890 .. Ditto.
1851 X1l | The Amending Act, 1891 | So much of Part I of Sche-
dule II as relates to the
Indian Forest Act, 1878,
1901 v | The Indian Forest {Am- | So much as has not already
endment) Act, 1901, been repealed.
1911 XV | The Indian Forest (Am- Ditto.
endment) Act, 1911.
1914 % | The Repealing and Am- | S0 much of the Second
ending Act, 1914 Schedule as relates ‘o the,
Indian Forest Act, 1878,
the Forest Act, 1890, and
the Indian Forest (Amend-
meat) Act, 1901,
1918 I | The Indian Forest (Am- | The whole.
endment) Act, 1918,
1920 [XXXVIl| The Devolution Act, | So much of Schedule I,
1920, Part I, as relates to the

Indian Forest Act, 1878,
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Notification: Hunting, Shooting and Fishing Rules, 1939

Forest 221

(LVII). HUNTING, SHOOTING AND FISHING RULES

‘Notification No. 2411-For—26th December 1959.—In exercise of the powers

erred by clause (i) of sub-section (1) of section 26 and clanse (i) of section

E'“ad with section 76 of the Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1927) and in super-

ion of all previous rules made in this behalf, the Governor is pleased to

. the following rules to regulate hunting, shooting, fishing, the poisoning

of water aod the setting of traps or snares within the reserved and protected
forests in East Pakistan, namety—

1. Nc person shall, within the reserved and protected forest in East
Pakistan— ) ¢

(a) poison any river or other water;

(b) kill fish by any explosive;

(c) dam or bale water; or

(d) use any fixed engine as defined in clause (3) of section 2 of the East
Bengal Pro‘tction and Conservation of Fish Act, 1950 (East Bengal
Act XVILI of 1950}, to catch fish. .

2. Royalty ou fish caught in the tidal waters may be levied on such rates,
terms and ‘conditions as may be specified in this behalf in the current schedule
ol rates, :

3. The close seasons prescribed in Schedule I to these rules shall be
pbserved within all rererved and protected forest.

4. (1) For the purposes of these rules forests shall be divided into two
dasses, namely— : . .

Class A-—Forests in which all hunting, shooting, trapping or fishing is
prohibited in order to prevent the extinction of any species, or to
form a sanctuary for game, or for any other purpose; provided that

the Conse-vator of Forests may, order the kil'ing or capture of any
specified animals or birds found to be increasing to an undue extent
or endangering the preservation of any other species ir animals, birds
or fish or tor any other reason. ‘

Class B—Forests in which hunting, shooting, trapping or fishing is permis-
sible only by such persons as are privilegea under rule 9 or under
a permit issued in accordance with these rules.

(2) The forests areas described in Schedule II to these rules shall be deemed
1o belong to Class A. ‘ =

L T pee

(3) All Forests not included in the areas described in Schedule II to these
fules shall belong to Class B but the Provincial Government may, on the
o the A(}onservator of Forests, specifically declare any forests to be included In
. R S I

b 5. No person shall hunt, shoot, trap or fish in any reserved or protected
rests unless he has applied for and obtaingd the necessary permit in this
alf on such terms and conditions and for such period as may be specified
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122 * Forest

6. (a) In the case of forests under Class B the nccessary permit for
ting, shooting may be granted by the Divisional Forest Officer in Fo
apaplcnded to these rules on  payment of the fee according to the foll
scale ;—

(i) To ncn-residents of East Pakistan—Rs. 150

(ii) Residents of East Pakistan outside the districts in which the Fan
Division concerned is situated—Rs. 115.

(iii) Residents cf the District—Rs.75.

(b) In the Sundarbans Division half of tha above rates shall be ch
from persons who wish (o make one trip only of a duration of not more
ten days within the boundarics of the forest :

Provided that every holder of a permit also pay for a Forest Guard
accompany him and his camp during the time he is within any reserved
protected forests specified in his permit, if the Divisional Forest Officer appo
a Forest Guard t¢ accompany him.

_ 1. - Permits for fishing for the purpose of sports may be obtained from
Divisional Forest Officer who will issue them under such terms and conditio
may from time to time be directed by the Conservators of Forest.

. 8. Permits under rule 6 shall not ordinarily be granted except to appro
sportsmen for the exclusive purpose of hunting and killing wild animals -
and reptiles, subject 10 such restrictions as may be mentioned in the pe
These permits shall be (a) non-transferable, (b) available for the period
cified therein, not exceeding twelve months, (c) applicable to a portion of
whole of any forest cr forests in any one forest division, (d) capable of ex
sion to any part of the reserved or protected forests outside the area speci
on the permit, for any time within the period covered by the permit, by
endorsement in this behalf made thereon by the officer authorised to gran
permit under rule 6 and having authority over the area to which the

is extended:

Povided that wounded game may be followed into another portion o

. forest than that i¢ which the permit applies.

9. The following are exempted from taking out permits under rule 6 but "

be bound by rules i, 3, 4, 13 and 14 and by any order issued under rule 1

(i) Governor of East Pakistan.

(i) All Ministers of the Government of East Pakistan.

(iii) Commissioner of Divisions, District Ma‘gistratcs,. Spbc_liv_isional
and Superintendent of Police, within whose jurisdiction the f

is situated.
(iv) All Gazetted Forest Officers in East Pakistan.

(v) All Forest Range Officers within the Division in  which - N2
cmployed. o
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Forest 223

(i) Such guests of honour as may from time so time, be given the privi-
lege by Conscrvator of Forests. .

10 No person who applies for a permit shall employ any one to search
‘,:'nc in a reserved or protected forests prior to the date of his permit.

1. At the time a permit in Form A appended to these rules is taken
& 3 declaration shall be made by the permit holder as to the animals, other
carnivorous animuls, which he desires to hunt.

12. The holder of a permit shall not employ beaters armed with firearms
bows and arrows unicss he has previously obtained the special  permission
‘ wiiting to the Divisional Forest Officer.

‘:‘13. The shooting of birds or animals, by any of the following methods,
{ prohibited, namely:—

{a} By shboting from motor vehicles, air-craft, railway carriage or rives-
craft (whether mechanically propelled or not).

(b) by making use of any artificial lights or flares.

(¢) By trappiné by means of mets, pitfalls, enclosures, guns, traps, spares
or sct guns. and missiles containing explosives or poisons or by
using poisons or poisoned weapons.

(d) By lying in waii near water-holes or salt licks.

(e) By driving animals in water:

Provided that lying in wait on machans, pits or enclosures with or without
!!e or dead bait and the use of artificial light when on foot or when so lying
® wait shall, be permissible in the case of shooting of any of the said animals:

Provided further that provisions of this rule shalt not apply in the case of
ing of tigers and leopards in the Sundarbans Forests.

4. The Conservator of Forest may be notification in the Dacca Gazette—

(a) direct that anv block or blocks shall be closed to bunting and shooting
for any specified period;

(b) specify the animals and birds the shooting or capture of which is pro-
hibited totally or during any specified period;

{¢) fix the maximum number of permits to be granted in any forest in
any year; and fix the maximum numbers of any animals or birds

of any kind that may be killed or captured in any reserved or pro-
tected forests ; }

(d) prohibit the killing or capture of animals and birds which are immature;
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(e) fix the scale of fees payable for special permits to  coter  an
hunt or capitre auimals and birds within any specificd for
otherwise closed ;

And every permit-holder, or persons cxempted from taking out Ly
under rule 9 shall be bound by such orders. ) .

15. When an application under rule 6 is refused an appeal shall Jj
Conservator of Forests. A second appeal may, if desired be preferr
Chief Conservator of Forests against the order of the Conservator of.
Any order passed on the second appeal by the Chief Consetvator of
shall be final. .

16. A permit in Form B may be issued free of charge by the
Forest Oflicer author’sing the holder to hunt, shoot or trap any
carpivorous or other animals considered dangerous to life. The pe
be (a) non transferable, (b) available for the period specified therein not ¢
ing threc months und (¢) subject to any special order or not repy.
these rules in general.

17. Every person to whom a permii has been granted under these
aod who is found hunling, shooling, trapping or going armed in any. 4
to which these rules apply sball, on the demand of any Magistrate,
Officer or Police Officer having jurisdiction in the locality produce his
for ipspection.

18. (1) Any permit granted under these rules may be canceiled at an
by the authority which granted it, if circumstances render it advisable to
hunting, shooting, trapping in any forest or part of a fogest for which il

been granted a proportionate return of the fee paid by the permit holdec
made to bim.

(2) An appeal against an order of a Divisional Forest Officer cance
permit shall lie to the Conservator of Forests. Otder by Conservator of
on such appeal shall be final.

(3) On the expiry of a permit issued under rule 16, the permit-holder
submit to the Divisional Forest Officer who issued the permit, an accol

the particulars of all game bagged by him under the authority of the pe i

19 Every person to whem a permit has been granted under rule 6
on the expuy of the permit, return it to the Divisional Forest Officer
filling in the particulars of all game shot or bagged by him in the"
attached thereto. '

20. These rules shall be subject to the provisions of the Elephants
vation Act, 1879 (VI of 1879), as amended by the Elephants Prese
{Bengal Amendment) Act, 1932 (Bengal Act V of 1932),and of the
Rjinogeroses Preservation Act, 1932 (Bengal Act, VIII of 1932) and an
made under the spid Acts. '

21. If any person to whom a permit has been granted under theso
commits a breach of any provision of the Forest Act, 1927 (XVI of 1
of apy of these rules, the permit is liable to cancellation which may in 4
to imprisonment of either description which may extend to one month O

finc which may amount to five hundred rupees or with both.
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SCHEDULE 1

(See rule 3)
¢ fo'lowing are the close seasons for birds, animals and reptiles respec-
mentioned opposite eacl such scason, during which the killing or capture
any such birds, animal and reptiles or the taking of their eggs or young ones
P(ohibi.'.cd -
(A) BIRDS
. Whole year.—Laughing thrush, babbler, whistling thrush, nuthateb,
, creeper wren, waibler, shrike, minivet, oriole, grackle_ starling, mayuoa,
tcher, chat, robin and’ redstart, thrush, black bird and ouzel, martin and
w, wagtail, pipil, lark (except ortolan), sunbird, pitta, wood-pecker,
ater hoope, swift, cuckcoo, owl, florican, adjutant marbeld teal, white
ed duck, white winged wood duck, pink headed wood duck, Green pigeon
imperial pogeon in. Sylhet district, pea fowl, pheasants in Mymensingh
ict and king fisher.

3. 1st March to 30th Sep'ember.—Pigeon, pea fowls, jungle fowls, patrige
sants, ortolans, spot bills, whistling teals, cotton teals, quial, wild -duck
th migratory and locat), little egret and cattle egret.

(B) ANIMALS

. Whole year.—(o) Sambhar and barking deers both male and female
wfalo, bison, pigmy hog, gazelle, psngolin, swam deer, blackbuk.

(b) Female deers of all species other than those mentioned in (a) above and
aile deers of all species other than those mentioned in (a) above when horn-
% or horns in velvet; spotted deer except in Sundarbans Division.

‘ (¢) Male antilopes; rhinoceros and hog deer in the district of Sylhet.

2. 1st April to 30th September.—Serow, gooral, bare ; hog doer except in
Smdarbans Forest Division.

3. 1st October to 31st March.—Spotted deer and hog deer in Sundarbans
Forest Division.

(C) REPTITLES .

l. Whole vear.—Ringed or water lizards—Varanus salvator (Ramgoddii
Wack lizards-Varanus sebulosus {Kalagoddi), ray land lizards- varanus bengalen-
& and ycllow land lizard-Varanus flavescens (Sonagoddi), python, crocodiles
Wer and gaviel. :

3CHEDULE {I

[See rule 4 (2)]

l’ll'tit:ulau-.-,_ Boundaries. Forest and compart- Remarks.
. ments included.

k'darbans Dvn. North Bola and Soula Compartment No, 3
Gang. Amabindi. o
khola Range West-Patharia and 4-Kalka, 6-Tiger point
sanctuary Betmore gang East- and 7-(part) with Bets
ta 121 Sqr.- Haringhata or Bala- more gang as boun-
) shwar river south- dary on the west.
“oet o - Bayof Bengal, . ' .
t et Vwie Tanartmant notification Na__341.For. . datad. 4tk Aneil 1068 )
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Notification: Khal Closure Regulation, 1987
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KHAL CLOSURE REGULATION

Issued by Sundarbans Divisional Forest Officer

Issued 11 May 1989
Office Memo # 5087/18-1
Subject: FISH BREEDING AREAS

Text: Some endangered fish species are going towards extinction. To save them, these Khals
are declared closed for fish breeding areas. ‘

Compartment #

Khulna Range = Bhadra Khal 32
Sarbatkhali Khal 32
Morabhadra Khal 33
Haddura Khal 35
Sarankhola Range  Alibandar Khal ]
Chandeswar Khal 15
Dasherbharni Khal 24
Katka Khal 4
Kochikhali Khal 6
Chandpai Range Keronjal Khal 31
Jongra Khal 31
Morapassur Khal 30
Jhapshi Khal : 29,30
Nandabala Khal 26
Satkhira Range Choto Keyakhali Khal 46
Boro Keyakhali Khal 46
Khalishabunia Khal 46
Shapkhali Khal 46

All should note that in this breeding area no fish may be caught. If it occurs, punishment will
be taken against the fishermen, officer and staff who neglect the rule or fish here.
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Notification: Crab Breeding Regulation, 1992
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COLLECTION AND EXPORT OF LIVE CRAB REGULATION

From CF office (Wildlife Dhaka)

Office Memo # CF Wildlife / 2M-63/95/711

Dated 11 Oct 1995

Instmctiohs to DFO Sundarbans

Subject: CLOSURE FOR COLLECTION AND EXPORT OF LIVE CRAB

Text: At meeting of advisory board, it was decided that in the crab breeding season during
December to February collectidn and export of all kinds of live crab is prohibited. All
concerned are instructed to follow this.

Issued by Conservator Wildlife Dhaka..

cc: to CF Khulna
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Notification: Declaration of Wildlife Sanctuaries in Sundarbans Reserved Forest. 1996

o emimaee we wHu FoOplYy'e Hepublic of Bangladeah
‘Ministry of Environfignt and Forest.
Sectionq.ﬂ]-— '
o o

Skon.fication No 1 MOE&F(Sec=-3) 7/pﬁ/lh7 - Dated: April 06,1996
N . . .l (.-,-“L:].I\\n. ‘\‘ \'.__”;~ '. } '
‘It exercise of the power conferred by Article 23(1)(2) of the Banglede-
sh wild Lifn.(Pregnrvntiqn)rogdoﬂu1ul973;(P:oaiﬂenggg,ord r Na 723 of
1973) amended by Bangladesh Wild Lgﬁq"(PrauerVatlon)(Amen ment JAct,
1974 (A ct No, XVii of 1974) and 1hrﬁhrtin1'modif1qation of the Forest
Plsherids~hndiLivedtotktpivintonthinptirtdntion Ne Ny RoP-9R/77/ 11221
‘dated ‘the “Tth Qcpgyapx|971)“tpag&% phyment is plenged.to declatbs the -

. e :'"-'" :*- -4 [T ive Vet '

following areans of eserved Foraes ‘under Lhd;Jur;n i¢tion of Sqﬂdurpf
ana Foreat Divisiodtifcludlitig-aa’) gk idtorbsdtesaddwild 1ife’ o

BANCEUBEE (hd, '\ s b ceo e Bpohpgd o L e 3Tl Jeeeret 0o b sk

. [ . o ] R AP
e e e e e .._al.-....."u_-..-.--..-.-—---..--.:.:.b‘-.......a.'.n_ _____ [ R S R—— n---—.'.b.-—-_..'_'
S1' Nane bffﬁe ) ‘Compurtment number Land area water area Total ares
Nol the Santthaby with boundary . . {(ha) (ha) (ha}l
""f-mﬂiﬂfﬁ?ﬂﬁfhb'?’”ﬁ—'.'"‘-h’-"'i".'.""'"'""'."'"""‘"""'“"'"'""""""'"""'"""u"'"""

1. SubdagBand’ . 'Somphrtment No.hj 22575,00 8651,938 31226,938
East RV I"‘"""“5}6 ihrful‘l and
pert of T having |
Arajbadi and i}
Baki Khal;Supati'
" Khal Jjoining to'
Baleshwnr river
on the -nerth,Bslashwar river
on the east, Bntygr and Chara
Batmar gnang on i
the west and Bnqu
of Bengal 1noludﬁ E
Dimarchar on thd 'South,
|

—— T b bk e P ey g - gy S eyl o e g -
. T

. ' LR N
undarbans Compartment No., il
2. sunda o e, e :3 21100.00. 15870.455  36970.453
having kangn river
and Dobaki khnanl 0
the north, Kngno,.'!
Kunga and Morjat .
river on the east
Malsncha and Baran
Pangn Tiver on theé
ugst and Bay of !
Bengnl includihg *
/ Putny island on the
‘ South, {

Fisheries Legisiation of the Sundarbans

44




SUNDARBANS BIODIVERSITY CONSRRVATION PROJECT

3. Sundarbnns Compnriment Na, 353 47353,84 24148,.263 7Y 502,103
wost 5,585 in full and| : '
part of 49 hnving
Bubirgang, Hilsha!
mari, Notabanki Kpel
Joining to Jamunn: :
river and Jamuna' river
on the north. Maldnchn
river on the oust;
Harinbhanga rivalien
the west nnd Bny of
Benganl including.
Talpatty island on the
south . -~

P S S S T S S i e T e o S T R R A e el e P S W T A A A e e -

Total Y 91028,.84 4B6TD.655 139699, 596

g iy M T A N G M R SR S D e - - ., S v b " — . ——— -

By order of the President

}\ VAL r-nte M
Syed Marghi

~

Ministry of Environment: & Forost

No. M°3¢F(5°°'3) 7/96/ 147(€) " . Dnted:April 06, 1996
’ . A : l ",' LA '1.". Lo L LY B e S
' CoBy,forwnrded for iﬁform;%i?n ﬁadéssbiv ‘detion sa},“! toa
T bt - d T ) R
| ETIC PE Lbrt :l, ‘ .‘ Ly
Dqurtmont1o£ F9§aqf,, Dhak@,.
2¢, Conaervutor of. Forest; “"F” uitia cite1b’i | xttutad; w;~f1 o
' il er '
3. Deputy Commiasiunar Kh“*:“/ Bugorhetn} Satkhixa.--'u‘

‘4, pivtsional Forest officor ’ ﬁundnrbrna Division y Khulfid .

1.‘rchief CpnuorVntar nf.Forést,

‘ " L L LY I
o «---J% '.1:I
('pr, mMa; AmLE0 Ialun")

Sonior.Aust Sacretacy,.
Govt,' bf;Bongladesh
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Notification: Reconstitution of Sundarbans Management Unit, 1999

Govermpent althe Poople's 10pnhbe ol angdadesh
dMinistry of Favivonmmie ot nid ovesty
Plrming Seetion
Danplodesh Scevetnsing
fhak

M- MOLEDy. ChgmoTa0 5 L - Date 120 77199

"

In Partial modification to this Minisuy's Notfication No MOBF/DC/72Z dated 27-5-99 the
Government is pleased to reconstitute Sunderbans Management Uit [SMU) to be dueated in Khnina under
the Stnderbans Biodiversity Conservation Praject, headed by Projeet Divector (PO Cliel fixecntive
Oflicer (CEU)Y appointed vide Ministry's Notilication Mo MOEF/T Sec/OCs{Pun- 197101 ‘dated 27-9-
ug.

The SMU will have the overall responsibility Far administeation, implementation, monitoring .
repotting and coordinntion of activities in the SRE wnd the Tt Zoae, "The SMU will miaintain ¢lose sl
cflective links with the World Conservation Union responsibie for independent conservation: monitoing,
the SSC, the SAC, LGED and other key institution,

Policy and cootdination in Sundmbang Feserve Forest (SRE) mamagement will be conducted by an
integrnted Resonice Manngement Policy/Program: Commitier, comprising the CLEO (D), the head of the
u;wrnlmml circle and the heads of the following & central units (i) Tiaison, Extestion ad Echeation units,
(i) Reveuue unit, (iii) Admiuisiration, Finance sl th patt Seevices unil, (iv) Database Managenten,
Manitoring and Research Operatious unit

Within SEI, ficld operations will he organized into a0 Sunderhans Qperutional Circle, having
jutisdiction uver the terestint furest sud aquatic resoutces in SEEThe Sunderbang Operational Cirele will
be headed by a Canservator of Forests,

‘Ihe Sundeibans Operational Circle will be divided joto Tuee divisions:
1

(i) _East Sundetbang Division, with respousibility £ the management of all wood and non-woud
tesoutces in Bast Sundetbans. It will be headed hy o Deputy Conservator of Forests, and have its
own ficld staff of qualificd and experienced Range Olficers, Forest Rangers, Foresters and Foresl
Guaids,

{ii) Wesl Sunderbans Division, thh the sane tespansibilities ||Hll the £nst Sundehans Division bt
within West Sunderbans instead of East Sundeibens, 11 will be headed by a Deputy Conseevator of
trarestr, nid have its’own tickd sialb ol gualilicd and experienced Range Ollicera, Forest Rangers,
“Voresters and Forest Cionrds,

(iii) Aguntic Resources Division, responsibile for all operptions of agoatic resoutces manngement. This
will inciude development and enforcement -ol agquatic and fisheries tegolations, based on
sustainable reseuree wlilization criteria, survey data mnd analysis undertrken by the Project. The

J‘!,'v:.-, =irvle will be headed by a Deputy Conzervator of’ Forests (¥ u!lclwﬁ) The division will have its

- mwn Liekd stdl of  (ualified and uprncnucd Anquatic Resources Forest Ranpiers, Aquatic

Resonrens [nspectons, aml (:u'\rds suppetted by tie necessay Geld siafT

(iv) Wikdlile Conseivation and Towism Promution Uisigion, eosnprising a Wikdlile Conservation and
Manngement Snbdivision, and a Fowixzm Peometion Subdivision 1t will be headed lw A Deputy
oz vidor e Foresta trained in wildlile congevvation and mavamement,
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Flhe SNILE r"\'!l|'li\'il!:'_ the lollngipe vnts bttt s el opesathanal divinnenes
will e Tesuled by the odbivers as merhomggd Teleay

Cant z;1!!_'5*.&%‘!.%:!'.f.\l.s!.!'.‘.'.‘.

Linison, Extension and Bdueation Unice b ATTRE Rl Amin, ACT

tevenue nite My, GM Ralique Alimied, ACE

Arhwinieieation, Fiesnes pod Support Serdieg Theit A Rolismnd Al AU

ataliase Alpagrement, Monitoring wnd Beazneh Opaotion Linite e Al Maksod Alon, ACE

Oogradon Civele

Mr. Ostan Gani, Conservator ol Farest will T in chagee of Sundeibans Operations Cince
M, Zahituddin Khomdokar, DCE, Sniderhans West Phvidion

Mr. Zahivuddin Ahmcd, DCE, Sunderbaos Bast Divicinn

Mr, ‘Tariqud Istam, DCE, Witdlite and Fouism Dlivigion

Mr. Emdadul Tioue, DT, Adgquatic Resotices Divixion ..

A S e 1 —

The above ullicers of the Fowest Departinent will he assigned for the above dutivs and
rezponxibilitics,

1w dicected o state that the Chict Coasenvior ol Foresta, Ilmsglnilrz:h ad Canservidor
of Forest, Khulna will make necessary accannoment 1o dhivide the Sundetbans inte 2 tenitorial
divisiong and dirtribute the stall accordingly, They ace also reguesied 1o give necessary staft to all
units uit (lcputnunn as requested. Chicl Conseraator of Foresis will also ensure il the project
oftice starts in khuina immedintely. b

Fhis Neovificutiog is isst-ta! with the approval of compelent mgthotity amd will come into
immedinte elfleet.

e ollicers whose pames sie spentiomed above shenbl join sheie iespectine siations by
July 20, 1999 (an the fatest).

v s K
v it \
(Rowwa Alnd)
{Deputy Chiel {Flanning)

Lolief Conservaton of Forest
Forest Nepartent -,
Bomo havan

Mubakhali

Dhaka

CC

l Scerctry, Eeonumic Relations Division, Shere I anplaeapar, Dhaka {1ax:BHO2-B1IURR)
2, ltesidenm Representative, Axion I)uuh\pnwm Hank, N1, OIies Complex, 27 Floor (Sheaton Annex) |,
" Minto Road, Dhaka

J. M. Tura Shibichi, Mannger, Forestry and Natneal Resonrees Brivision, Apsiculture and Social Seclors
Depmument {\Wear), AR, AManila (Fax: 632-030.2:14)
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